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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Godshall, who is working in community
development efforts in Burkina Faso,West
Africa, and Kevin Kurian, a licensed
psychologist helping those with severe
mental illness. You will also read about
Everette Coffman’s miraculous journey
from abusing drugs to helping those who
abuse, and you will discover the unique
work Tito Adewunmi is doing in the legal
landscape of New York.

I

am delighted to share with
you the latest publication of
Southeastern. Our purpose is
to equip students to discover
and develop their divine
design to serve Christ and
the world through Spirit-empowered
life, learning and leadership. I have
personally heard numerous stories of our
alumni doing amazing things in various
spheres of influence and service.You truly
embody the best of what it means to be a
Southeastern University graduate.
I invite you to enjoy this special issue, as
it highlights the growth and impact of the
College of Behavioral and Social Sciences.
In this issue, you will get to read stories
about the transformative work being
done by our graduates like Amy (Bergey)
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In the following pages, you will also
read about one of our newest initiatives
— the Center for Pastoral Training and
Care. During this next year, the College
of Behavioral and Social Sciences will be
hosting several one-day seminars, each
intended to provide holistic support
and care for pastors serving around the
country. We believe that for pastors to
be at their best, they need time to be
refreshed, replenished and poured into.
We cannot wait to come alongside those
who are serving the Kingdom of God day
in and day out.
We have many things to celebrate
from just this past semester. In sports,
our Fire baseball team made history as
the first SEU team to win the NAIA
National Championship. The team went
undefeated in its first NAIA World Series
appearance. In addition to SEU’s athletic
accomplishments, SEU has continued to
see tremendous academic accolades as
well. In May, our first cohort of doctoral
students for the Ph.D. in Organizational
Leadership and Doctorate in Strategic
Leadership degrees met on campus to
start their programs. This upcoming
fall, we will welcome students into

seven new academic degree programs,
including a bachelor’s degree in
tourism and hospitality management.
Our campus continues to experience
growth with the construction of a
new Welcome Center and an 8-lane
NCAA track.
Also, I am excited to announce our new
alumni director — Joel Johnson. Joel is a
graduate of SEU and has worked for more
than 20 years in Christian education at
both the secondary and collegiate levels.
He is looking forward to meeting you
during our Homecoming weekend,
which is October 26 & 27. I believe that
Joel has a powerful gift of connecting with
members of the SEU family, and I cannot
wait to see how God uses him to build
relationships, strengthen community, and
foster unity as we move forward.
It is a pleasure to serve as the president of
Southeastern and witness all God is doing
in the lives of our graduates throughout
the world. If there is anything you ever
need, please do not hesitate to reach out
to my office.

Read Dr. Kent Ingle’s blog at kentingle.com.
Topics include the keys to leading millennials,
leadership lessons and interviews with
prominent, national Christian leaders.

GET THE TOOLS YOU NEED TO

TRANSFORM YOUR LIFE

Have you ever wondered if you could accomplish more in your day?
In Maxed Out Goals, Dr. Ingle gives you tactics for accomplishing your goals
and pushing past your limits. Visit the website below to receive your FREE ebook.

kentingle.com/seualumni
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SEU WELCOMES NEW ALUMNI DIRECTOR

teaching physical education and history in
Minnesota, Georgia and Tennessee.

Joel Johnson, second from right, with family at his son Warren's graduation in May.

A

s the new alumni
director at Southeastern,
JOEL JOHNSON ’92
feels like he has finally
come back home.

When Joel followed his then-girlfriend
SANDY (KYRE) JOHNSON ’92
to Southeastern in 1989, little did he
know how much a part of their lives
Southeastern would become.
Originally from Woodstock, Conn., Joel’s
family moved to Port Charlotte, Fla.,
when he was in elementary school. As a
teen he attended Port Charlotte Christian
School where he began dating Sandy in
his senior year.
After their high school graduation, Sandy
made her way to Southeastern and Joel
went to Messiah College to play soccer.
However, after dislocating his ankle the
first day of soccer camp, Joel decided
to return to Florida at the end of his
first semester and follow Sandy’s lead.
He transferred to Southeastern the
following fall.
Joel and Sandy were married in December
of 1991, with Sandy having just one
semester left to complete. Joel graduated
the following December with a secondary
8 SOUTHEASTERN

education degree in the social sciences.
Joel says that coming to Southeastern was
the best decision that he ever made.
“My roommates and my coaches at
Southeastern changed my life,” said Joel.
He explained that his brother, Charlie, had
tragically died in a car accident just two
months before he moved into his dorm in
Bauer Hall.
Unbeknownst to Joel, the soccer coach at
the time, Dean Skinner, knew his brother
Charlie and had played against him in
college. “We had no clue about that until
after I got here,” said Joel. “Dean saw that
I was hurting one day and asked me about
it. He was able to help me through that
really dark time.”
A sports aficionado, Joel played basketball,
baseball and soccer as a student and went
on to earn his master’s degree in sports
management from the United States
Sports Academy in Daphne, Ala. Sandy
played volleyball and softball as a student.
Over the past 26 years, Joel has held a
variety of positions combining his love
for teaching with sports. He has coached
baseball and men’s soccer both at the
secondary and collegiate levels as well as

Joel and Sandy’s oldest son, WARREN
’18, was one of the inaugural members
of the Fire football team and graduated
in May. Their daughter Amberlee is a
sophomore at Southeastern. Their son
Dylan works at Ft. Bluff Camp in Dayton,
Tenn., and their daughter Makenzie will
be starting her studies at Berry College in
the fall.
Since the family moved back to Lakeland
in 2016, Sandy has been working with
the Pathways school at Southeastern
as a paraprofessional and is now an
administrative assistant for the school. Joel
had been teaching in Lake Wales.
“I believe that God has put this all
together,” said Joel. “Our life has been
building to this point. I am excited to be
back home.”
And, Joel is excited to be able to welcome
his fellow alumni back home as well.
Whether it’s for a family vacation in
Florida, bringing a son or daughter to
campus for a tour, or coming back for
Homecoming in October, Joel is ready to
show you around and to make you feel at
home once again.

FAVORITE VERSE:

Proverbs 3:5-6
CURRENTLY READING:

Killing Kennedy: The End of Camelot
HOBBY:

Working out with his boys
FAVORITE FOOD:

Anything grilled… steaks, burgers
CONTACT:

863.667.5400 | alumni@seu.edu

LEARN. GROW. LEAD.
The convenient, flexible learning formats
of SEU’s doctoral programs fit your life today

Doctorate in Strategic Leadership
Applied program for consultants and executives

PhD in Organizational Leadership
Academic-focused program designed for researchers
Learn more at SEU.edu/Doctoral

Lakeland, Florida

800.500.8760 | 863.667.5018
Follow us @seuniversity
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SEU Leadership Team and Lakeland community leaders break ground on the Welcome Center.

SEU WELCOME CENTER GROUNDBREAKING
Southeastern University will be getting a
new front door to welcome prospective
students and guests.
Since the campus moved to its present
location on Longfellow Boulevard in
1952, the Addison Building, which
overlooks Lake Bonny, has served as
the main administration building and
reception center for guests. It was, in fact,
the very first building constructed on
the property.
Soon, a 32,000-square-foot Welcome
Center will be constructed on the grassy
area between Addison Hall and Lake
Bonny. The groundbreaking ceremony
for the new facility took place in February.
“The Welcome Center will serve as the
official front door for the university,”
said DR. CHRIS OWEN ’93, ’06
(MAML), executive vice president
of Southeastern.
When guests walk from the parking lot
to the new main reception area, their
experience on campus will be enhanced
with improvements to parking and other

special touches. New signage will be put
in place by the main guard post (directly
off Longfellow) that will direct guests to
park in the Steelman Parking Lot.
A new walkway will guide these guests
to the Welcome Center. Along the path
guests will learn the history of SEU
through attractively designed signage, and
spaces will also be created intentionally
for photo opportunities.
Once inside the Welcome Center, guests
will be greeted by a 12-foot LED wall
and interactive displays that will share the
SEU experience with visitors. For ease
of interacting with prospective students
and guests, both the Enrollment and
Advancement Offices will be located on
the ground floor.
Administrative offices will be housed
on the second floor. The third floor will
feature a banquet and catering facility
that will be able to serve up to 400 guests.
Once offices have relocated from
Addison to the new facility, renovations
will be made to Addison to house the

Registrar’s Office, Academic Advising
and the Business Office, as well as
other key department personnel. These
departments are currently spread across
the campus. The Pansler Alumni-Student
Union building will continue to house
Student Services.
An elevated glass walkway will connect
the buildings above the existing
circular drive.
“This will enable us to provide improved
customer service to our students and
their families,” said Owen. “The three
buildings will provide a one-stop shop
for both new and prospective students.”
President Kent Ingle said, “The new
facility is all about our students. We want
them to have the very best experience.
Everything we do is with our students
in mind.”
In addition to the Welcome Center,
an 8-lane NCAA track is also under
construction around the soccer complex,
with plans for the university to launch
our inaugural track team in the fall.
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NEW DEGREES FOR FALL OF 2018

Here’s a quick look at a few of the new degree programs being offered this fall.

RN to BSN
Southeastern’s RN to BSN program offers registered nurses,
who are currently practicing in healthcare, the opportunity to
advance their nursing career to the next level and earn a Bachelor
of Science in Nursing degree at their own pace. The program is
offered online to accommodate a working nurse’s schedule.

BA in Political Science
A bachelor’s degree in political science equips graduates to enter
into decision-making roles at the highest levels of federal and state
government, global relief agencies, nongovernmental organizations,
nonprofits and other policy-driven organizations. At Southeastern,
political science majors experience this training paired with a
Christ-centered focus on servant leadership. This degree outlines
and explores the historical, theoretical and practical aspects of
politics and includes internship experience.

BA in Tourism and Hospitality Management
As one of the top travel destinations in the world, there is no
better place to pursue a degree in tourism than Central Florida.
SEU’s prime location gives tourism and hospitality management
majors access to two major hubs of entertainment, with nearby
attractions including theme parks, professional sports, convention
and concert venues, museums and more. Beyond the many local
opportunities for practical, hands-on experience, the course work
will prepare students with a solid foundation in business, including
classes in finance, marketing, information systems, business law
and management.

Double Major in Social Work and Criminal Justice
Social workers play an important role in the criminal justice
system. They help provide support for individuals and families
throughout the legal process, including serving as client advocates
and case managers in court, working in correctional facilities and
helping individuals maintain a reformed life after incarceration.
This program helps students develop a solid understanding of the
criminal justice system, including law enforcement, the courts and
corrections. Students also get hands-on training in managing cases,
observing and assisting clients, and completing paperwork through
field observations and internships.
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MA in Family Ministry
The MA in Family Ministry is for individuals interested in serving
children, youth and families in the role of a pastor or leader. Students
in this program can expect to pursue a career as a children’s pastor,
youth pastor, family ministry pastor, director of family ministries
or early childhood pastor. The program is a combination of online
and face-to-face classes. The face-to-face classes consist of a oneweek intensive in both the fall and spring which means students
only have to travel to campus five times over a two-year period.
Students take the general core courses online, and the family
ministry specific courses are offered in person.

MBA - Healthcare Track
With an increasing demand in the healthcare industry for skilled
leadership, graduates with an MBA in Healthcare Administration
from SEU are equipped to not only help meet this need but
also to perform with integrity. The online MBA in Healthcare
Administration program can be completed in 15 to 24 months,
with flexible start dates. The program includes courses in business
principles in the healthcare context, specifically looking at how
they apply to healthcare organizations and governance, economics
and finance, information technology, law, quality management
and more.

Master’s in Kinesiology/Sport Administration
The fall of 2018 will also bring the launch of the master’s degree in
kinesiology which includes a particular emphasis in sport administration. The program equips professionals to excel as leaders in the
health, fitness, wellness and education fields, whether as an athletic
administrator, coach, personal trainer, sport ministry director or
one of many other career options. The 33-credit-hour program
is structured in an eight-week course format, featuring classroom
interaction as well as online course work and live video instruction.

To learn more about Southeastern's programs, visit

SEU.edu.
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Daymond John

Creativity can spark some amazing ideas,
but it can also produce amazing leaders.
The Forum at SEU, held for two days
in March, brought together speakers
from various career backgrounds that
all brought unique perspectives as they
spoke on the importance of creativity and
innovation in leadership.
The first day included Mark Sanborn,
president of Sanborn & Associates and
bestselling author; Bill Rancic, New
York Times bestselling author; and Scott
Harrison, founder of charity: water.

Ed Bastian and Dr. Kent Ingle
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Guests were treated to live music,
engaging activities, delicious snacks and
breakout sessions to get to know speakers
more personally.
The second day of the conference featured
Danielle Weisberg and Carly Zakin,
founders of theSkimm; Charles Duhigg,
investigative reporter and Pulitzer Prize
recipient; Ed Bastian, CEO of Delta Air
Lines; Brian Kilmeade, co-host of “Fox
& Friends”; KRISTEN LEDLOW
’10, co-host of NBA TV “Inside Stuff ”;
as well as Daymond John, CEO of The
Shark Group.

Kristen Ledlow

Breakout session speakers included
Alex Sheen, founder of because I said I
would; Julissa Arce, writer/advocate for
immigrant rights and education; JASON
’06, ’11 and HILLARY (MYERS) ’06
DEMEO, founders of We Are Curio;
and Caitlin Crosby, founder of The
Giving Keys.
The 2019 Forum will be held March
14-15. Watch for updates on the speaker
lineup on social media and online at
SEUForum.com.

Charles Duhigg

Mark Sanborn

Alex Sheen

Caitlin Crosby

Danielle Weisberg (left) and Carly Zakin (right)

Julissa Arce

Brian Kilmeade

Bill Rancic

Scott Harrison
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Hillary and Jason DeMeo
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2018

SCHOLARSHIP GALA
In conclusion to the two-day Forum event, sponsors attended the Scholarship Gala and heard from Jeff Foxworthy, comedian and bestselling
author, as well as Tim Tebow, professional athlete and founder of the Tim Tebow Foundation. The evening also included students sharing
their stories of how scholarships have impacted their lives.

Jeff Foxworthy

Tim Tebow
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ATHLETICS UPDATE
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Baseball celebrates first NAIA National Championship win.

The Fire pose with the first NAIA National Championship banner in school history.

The 2017-18 school year marked the
most successful in Southeastern University
athletics history, with multiple program
bests set, including the first NAIA National
Championship in school history.
The Fire baseball team won the 2018
Avista-NAIA World Series in Lewiston,
Idaho, on May 30, marking the first time
the coveted “red banner” was bestowed
upon an SEU program. Outfielder Manuel
Mesa was named Most Valuable Player of
the tournament, and received the Charles
Berry Hustle Award. He was joined on the
All-World Series Team by Marvin Malone,
Jonathan Bermudez, and Ivan Nunez.
Five Fire teams won conference
championships, including women’s cross

country and men’s basketball securing
their first. Ten programs were ranked
in the NAIA Top 25, including five
that were in the Top 10. Eight studentathletes were named the conference’s
Champions of Character Award recipient
in their respective sport, given to the
student-athlete who best represents
the NAIA’s Five Core Values (Respect,
Responsibility, Integrity, Sportsmanship,
and Servant Leadership).
A total of 65 student-athletes received
Academic All-Conference accolades, and 63
were selected to their All-Conference team.
Sixteen student-athletes were named NAIA
All-Americans.

BASEBALL
A 21-0 start to the season set the
expectations high for the Fire, and they
were met. Southeastern bounced back from
a rough showing at The Sun Conference
Tournament to win the Kingsport Bracket
of the NAIA World Series and went
5-0 in Lewiston to win the National
Championship. During the eight NAIA
tournament games, the Fire defeated four
former national champions along the way
and finished with a program best 59 wins.
SEU led the NAIA in strikeouts with 630,
led by NAIA Pitcher of the Year, Jonathan
Bermudez, who totaled a school-record
153. Outfielder Dan Valerio was named to
the All-America Second-Team, posting a
.390 batting average with 97 hits.
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Ryan Atkins eyes a 3-pointer against Keiser in
The Sun Conference Championship game.

Ana Richter goes for a layup against Dakota Wesleyan during
the NAIA Division II National Quarterfinal.

Carlos Ardila drives his tee shot down the fairway during
the NAIA National Championship at TPC Deere Run.

Ana Uribe tees off during the second round of the
NAIA National Championship at PGA National.

MEN’S BASKETBALL
The Fire opened the year with its best
start in program history, collecting wins in
their first 11 games and finishing the first
semester at 13-1 with the lone setback
to second-ranked St. Francis (Ind.). SEU
struggled to open up the 2018 portion of
the schedule, but learned how to close out
games, which proved valuable. The Fire
entered The Sun Conference Tournament
as the No. 5 seed and came away with a
gutty win at Warner (73-70) to advance
to the semifinal, where they defeated
the regular season champion and host St.
Thomas 85-76 to reach the title game.
With an 87-80 overtime win over secondseeded Keiser, the Fire won The Sun
Conference Tournament for the first time
and received a bid to the NAIA Division
II National Tournament for the second
time. A rough shooting day brought the
season to a close in the first game of
the tournament against Warner Pacific
with a 21-10 record. Senior Ryan Atkins
20 SOUTHEASTERN

was selected to the NAIA All-America
Third-Team, scoring 651 total points and
connecting on 58 3-pointers.

America First-Team, and was named Polk
County Female Collegiate Athlete of
the Year.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

MEN’S GOLF

On February 6, the Fire made history,
becoming the first SEU program to be
ranked No. 1 in the NAIA Top 25. SEU
recorded its second consecutive unbeaten
regular season and third consecutive
Sun Conference championship during
the 2017-18 season, and made its fourth
consecutive NAIA Division II National
Tournament appearance. The Fire needed
overtime to defeat Cornerstone in the first
round, then came away with an impressive
win over two-time national champion
Indiana Wesleyan to reach the national
quarterfinals for the second time. The
season ended at the hands of the eventual
national champion, Dakota Wesleyan,with
a 31-1 overall record. Senior Ana Richter
was named The Sun Conference Player
of the Year, was named to the All-

The Fire had an up-and-down season
with a relatively young squad this past
season. SEU won the Golden Tiger Spring
Invitational at Chattahoochee, with Carlos
Ardila winning medalist honors with a
score of four-under. The senior was also
the medalist at the Georgetown College
Invitational, held at PGA World Golf
Village. For the third straight year, Ardila
was named an NAIA All-American and
also was selected to the NAIA National
Championship All-Tournament Team,
where he placed 14th.
WOMEN’S GOLF
A strong showing at the NAIA National
Championship should bode well for the
future of the women’s golf team. In just

Brandee Pietrzak puts a ball in play against
Warner during the regular season final.

Pedro Bahnuik serves against Keiser in the home opener.

Angelique Myrtil returns a shot during Sun Conference play.

Olson Delisca faces off in his 125-pound national semifinal match.

their fifth season of competition, the Fire
made the national championship for the
second straight year and also made the cut,
once again. After the first round of the
national championship, the Fire were in
fourth place, but rough weather took its
toll on the young team, which returns all
five starters next year and finished 14th.
Sophomore Ana Uribe finished 24th
overall and became the second player in
program history to be named an NAIA
All-American.
SOFTBALL
For the fourth consecutive season, the Fire
softball team was among the qualifiers for
the NAIA National Tournament, receiving
an invitation to the Lawrenceville Bracket
for opening round play. A late surge by the
Fire, with a 14-2 record in their last 16
regular season games, put them in a position
to receive the penultimate at-large berth
to the tournament. A 12-inning loss in the
first game to Oregon Tech forced SEU to

turn right around and play Northwestern
Ohio in an elimination game, which the
Fire dropped 4-0. The 40-18 final record
marked the fourth straight season of 40+
victories. Haleigh Harrell was named The
Sun Conference Freshman of the Year and
Second-Team NAIA All-American.
MEN’S TENNIS
The Fire struggled in a transition year,
posting a 2-11 record and missing their
chance to win a conference match.
Individually, Felipe Barbosa and Tomas
Ortega each posted a team-best five wins.
The two also combined to post an 8-5
record at No. 2 doubles and were 5-2
against Sun Conference opponents.
WOMEN’S TENNIS
Southeastern posted a 2-13 overall record,
highlighted by a thrilling 5-4 victory over
Webber International for the lone Sun
Conference win of the year. Angelique

Myrtil was named Second-Team All-Sun
Conference, posting a 4-3 record in league
play, and teamed with Sharienne Ricardo
to win three conference doubles matches.
WRESTLING
In the third season of competition, the
Fire wrestling team enjoyed a breakout
season. With dual meet victories over the
No. 4, No. 10, and No. 18 ranked teams
at the time, the Fire gained respect at the
national level. Individually, junior Olson
Delisca won the East Region qualifier and
was named Most Outstanding Wrestler of
the tournament. The next week, he went
on to become the first NAIA Wrestling
All-American in program history, placing
fourth at the national championship.
The Fire also saw junior Ethan Owen,
sophomore Dylan Chatterton, and
freshman Angel del Cueto named AllAmericans by placing in the top eight in
their weight class.
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Jonathan Bermudez

LaQuvionte Gonzalez
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Mark Myers

Jared Crescentini

Eddie Jimenez

Marvin Malone

Jordan Scott

FIRE ATHLETES ENTER
THE PROFESSIONAL ARENA

A

total of seven studentathletes that played at
Southeastern University
during the 2017-18
school year signed
contracts to continue
their athletic careers at the professional
level in baseball and football.

Jonathan Bermudez, Houston Astros

The NAIA Pitcher of the Year was the
23rd round selection of the Houston
Astros. In 2018, Bermudez set school
records for wins and strikeouts, going 15-2
on the year with a 1.95 ERA, striking out
153 hitters, and holding opponents to just
a .178 batting average. This included a
no-hitter on March 23rd against Warner,
where he struck out 16 hitters. When it
mattered most, Bermudez was 2-0 in the
World Series, and struck out 12 against
Oklahoma City in the team’s first game
in Lewiston.
Jared Crescentini, Miami Marlins

At the conclusion of the Major League
Baseball Draft, the Miami Marlins gave
Jared Crescentini the opportunity to
join his older brother, Marcus, in the
organization. Jared saw time in the SEU
starting rotation as well as out of the
bullpen this season, finishing with a 6-1
record, 3.18 ERA, 73 strikeouts, and a
team-best six saves. Marcus is currently
the closer for the Marlins’ Double-A
affiliate in Jacksonville.
LaQuvionte Gonzalez, Los Angeles
Rams

In his lone season with the Fire football
team, Gonzalez made quite an impact.

The Texas native set every school
single-season receiving record, making
60 catches for 1,018 yards with 10
touchdowns in eight games. The first
AFCA-NAIA All-American in program
history ranked second nationally in
receiving yards per game (127.3), and
fourth in catches per game (7.5). Upon
conclusion of the NFL Draft in late April,
the Rams called Gonzalez and signed
him to an undrafted free agent contract.
Eddie Jimenez, Boston Red Sox

Less than a week after throwing five
innings in the national championship
game, Southeastern University pitcher
Eddie Jimenez was the 18th round draft
pick of the Boston Red Sox.The Lawton,
Okla., native allowed two runs over 5.1
innings of work with seven strikeouts
in the national championship, taking
the mound for the first time in over a
month. In his only season with the Fire,
Jimenez went 3-0 with four saves, and
posted a 1.35 ERA with 38 strikeouts in
26.2 innings.
Marvin Malone, Tampa Bay Rays

The first of three Southeastern baseball
players taken during the 2018 MLB
First Year Player Draft was Douglas,
Wyo., native Marvin Malone. Malone
was the 480th overall selection by the
Tampa Bay Rays, becoming the secondhighest draft pick in program history.
The SEU right fielder hit .360 with 19
doubles, 16 home runs, 61 RBIs and 17
stolen bases. Malone was named to the
2018 All-World Series team, posting
a .444 batting average and .522 on-base
percentage during the championship run.

Mark Myers, Tampa Bay Buccaneers

In 2013, Orlando native Mark Myers
committed to play college football at
SEU, a school that at the time had no
prior history in the sport. One of the
11 “Bonny Park Boys” that came to
Lakeland and spent a season practicing
and scrimmaging in preparation for the
first competitive season, he will continue
his playing career just to the west with the
Buccaneers. During his four seasons at
SEU, Myers was an all-conference special
teamer and defensive back, racking up 576
career punt return yards, 91 tackles, nine
interceptions, two defensive scores, and
two punt return touchdowns. Impressed
with his pro day workout at Victory Field
in early April, the Buccaneers invited
Myers to their rookie camp in May,
where he thrived once again, and earned
a spot on the team’s training camp roster.
Jordan Scott, San Francisco Giants

The fifth member of the World Series
Champion Fire to sign a pro baseball deal
was Jordan Scott, who was scooped up by
the Giants as an undrafted free agent. He
was an Honorable Mention NAIA AllAmerican, posting a 14-1 record with a
2.40 ERA. Scott recorded 108 strikeouts
in 97.1 innings of work, holding
opponents to a .230 batting average.
For more information on Fire athletics,
visit SEUFire.com.
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FROM THE FIRE
TO GOLF’S MAJORS

W

hen
MATT
PARZIALE ’09
stood on the tee
box at Augusta
National on April 5,
he did so as a huge
underdog in the field of some of the most
elite golfers in the world.
However, it wasn’t totally unfamiliar
territory.
In 2007, during his junior year at
Southeastern, Matt and his teammates
competed in the National Christian
College Athletic Association Division I
National Championship as a Division II
(non-scholarship) program.
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Led by Matt’s first-place finish, the Fire
won the NCCAA title by nine shots over
Olivet Nazarene.
Following a strong golf career at
Southeastern, Matt went on to play
professionally in mini-tours. After a
few years of struggling on tours, Matt
soon followed in his father’s footsteps
becoming a firefighter. In between
working two 24-hour shifts a week,
Matt spent his free time golfing. He
applied to be reinstated as an amateur
golfer and remained competitive in
New England.
In October of 2017, Matt was the medalist
at the U.S. Mid-Amateur Championship

in Atlanta, receiving a full exemption to
play in the Masters.
The firefighter from Brockton, Mass., was
one of the hot stories of golf ’s first major
championship of the season making
national news. He also got to share a
practice round with one of the other
major storylines that weekend.
Tiger Woods.
Woods was making his first appearance
at Augusta since 2015. The four-time
Masters champion wrote a letter to
the Mid-Amateur champion Parziale
congratulating him back in October.

“I was a perfect age when Tiger Woods
started winning, so I was able to watch
him growing up and see his drive to
compete, his drive to get better,” said
Matt. “That’s something I’ve always tried
to do. I always try to improve, whether
I am playing well or not, and I always
enjoyed the process.”
To accompany him along the process was
Matt’s father, Vic. A retired captain from
Brockton’s Fire Department, Vic proudly
took on the role of being Matt’s caddy.
Evan Gibson, Matt’s coach at SEU, also
noted his love to compete and thrive in
the underdog role.
“Matt never received a dime in athletic
aid, but he loved competing against the
NAIA schools and in many cases NCAA
Division I and II colleges,” said Gibson.
“He won numerous tournaments against
these schools, and you could really see he
enjoyed showing them all that he was the
best player in the field. He also enjoyed
showing everyone how long he could hit,
usually 15-20 yards past the other schools’
No. 1 scholarship player off the tee.”
Along with the exemption to the Masters,
Matt earned one to the U.S. Open at
Shinnecock Hills in June — giving his
father one of the greatest gifts.
Father’s Day weekend turned into a
challenge for some of the best golfers in
the world in Southampton, N.Y. High
winds, dry greens, and tall fescue kept

players such as Jordan Spieth, Rory
McIlroy, Jason Day, Sergio Garcia, and
even Woods from making the cut, and
advancing to the final two rounds.
“I don’t worry about the other guys who
didn’t make the cut or didn’t play well,”
said Matt. “I’m just happy that I was able
to play four rounds there, and play pretty
well all four of them.”
In the final round, Matt finished with a
75, closing the final five holes with four
pars and a birdie on 15. With a 72-hole
total score of 296 (+16), Matt tied Costa
Rica’s Luis Gagne as the low amateur
of the tournament.
“Rounds can obviously always be better
at all times, but I’m happy with the way
I stayed in it,” Matt told the media after
the fourth round. “I had some rough
stretches and responded well. I doubled
13, and then to play the rest of the way 1
under, I was happy with that.”
Matt kept from getting caught up in
the enormity of playing in two of golf ’s
biggest tournaments by keeping his focus
internal.
“I’m not big on expectations. I just try
to go out there, and I get so into the
process, and that’s what I enjoy doing,”
said Matt. “Don’t get me wrong. I look
at the leaderboard. I know where I stand,
but I’m still always in the process.”

For Gibson, watching his former golfer
was surreal. “I spent so much time with
Matt during his four years at SEU. I even
caddied for him in a sectional round of
(PGA) Qualifying School the year after
he graduated,” said Gibson. “For me to
see him now, succeeding and just enjoying
his life, is very rewarding.”
According to Gibson, outside of being
the most talented golfer in the field,
Matt’s personality and likeability is what
set him apart.
“You could never find anyone who
didn’t like him,” said Gibson. “Not one
of the other coaches or administrators
in the athletic department, not a single
professor, none of his teammates. He was
just such a likeable person.”
Currently on a leave of absence from
the fire department, Matt is preparing
to defend his Mid-Amateur title this
summer. Before heading to Peeble Beach
for the U.S. Amateur Championship,
Matt plans to marry his fianceé, Ali.
“I don’t know why you wouldn’t dream
and try to do the best you can,” said Matt.
“Anything is possible. I’m proud of the
work I put in. It’s been up and down, but
I’ve always enjoyed trying to get better.”
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A

s Christians, WE ARE CALLED TO SERVE “THE LEAST OF THESE,” which in
our culture includes those struggling through poverty, mental health issues,
disabilities, broken families and other situations. Alumni from the College
of Behavioral and Social Sciences OFFER A LIGHT OF HOPE TO HURTING
PEOPLE and make an important contribution in their communities and

around the world. The following pages will take a look at recent developments in the college
and highlight several of our alumni. You will also learn about the new Center for Pastoral Training
and Care that will launch this fall.
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History of the College of Behavioral and Social Sciences

1975

Dr. L. Grant Daniel was the chairperson for the Department of Education and Psychology.

1984

The Department of Psychology was formed under Dr. Daniel and offered students the opportunity
to earn a degree in psychology.

1986

The Psychology Club, the Psueche Society, was formed. This later became known as Psi Chi.

1988

Dr. Larry E. Hazelbaker became the second full-time psychology professor dedicated to the
psychology degree, along with Dr. Daniel.

1999

The department changed its name to the Department of Behavioral and Social Sciences.

2000

Dr. Hazelbaker became the chairperson of the department.
The Bachelor of Social Work degree was added to the department. Application was made
to the Council on Social Work Education (CSWE) for accreditation of the degree.
The Social Work Club was formed.

2002

The history degree was added to the department.
The Bachelor of Social Work degree attained candidacy status by the CSWE.
The Bachelor of Social Work degree received initial accreditation by the CSWE.

2006

2009

A Master of Science in Professional Counseling and Master of Science in School Counseling were added to
the department.
A Bachelor of Science degree and Master of Science degree in Human Services was added to the department.
The history degree moved to the College of Business.

2012

Due to rapid growth, the department became the College of Behavioral and Social Sciences and
Dr. Hazelbaker became the dean.

2014

The Marriage and Family Therapy Program was added to the college.

2015

Dr. Erica Sirrine was named dean of the college.

2016

The Criminal Justice degree moved from the Jannetides College of Business and Entrepreneurial
Leadership to the College of Behavioral and Social Sciences.

2017

A Master of Social Work degree was added to the college. Application was made to the CSWE for
accreditation of the Master of Social Work degree.
The online undergraduate and graduate degrees in Human Services moved to the newly formed
School of Unrestricted Education.

2018

The Master of Social Work degree attained candidacy status by the CSWE.
A double major in undergraduate Criminal Justice and Social Work was added to the college.
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Dr. Erica Sirrine

KINGDOM-MINDED
SERVING

I

“

t has been a true privilege to serve
the faculty and students, advocate for
their needs, help create change by
encouraging growth, and watch new
programs develop and flourish. Those
are the most rewarding aspects of my
job,” said Dr. Erica Sirrine, associate professor of
social work and dean for the College of Behavioral
and Social Sciences.
Now starting her fifth year at Southeastern, Sirrine
previously served as the social work program
director, department chair and division chair at
Warner University.
“I was amazed at how God worked to bring me
to SEU,” said Sirrine. A social work faculty position
had been vacant for almost a year, during which
time I prayed for the department to find the right
person and even recommended several people for
the opening. As God would have it, and much to
my surprise, I was the one being called to fill the
vacancy! I worked as an associate professor of social
work for one year and began my second year at SEU
as dean.”
Originally an education major in her undergrad,
Sirrine changed her major to social work just before
her junior year after feeling called to enter the field.
She later went on to receive an MSW and Ph.D. in
social work.
“A desire of mine since I was a little girl has been
to help others,” said Sirrine. “When I was seven
years old, I noticed a piece of solicitor mail in the
trash offering the opportunity to sponsor a child.
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I gathered all the loose change I could
find in my house and sent it away to the
organization to help that child.”

“I have not been called to
take away people’s pain,

rapport. They learned more in those five
days abroad than I could have taught
them all semester in a classroom.”

but rather to accompany
The call God placed on Sirrine’s heart
grew stronger as she pursued her studies,
eventually discovering she had a passion
to help those who were dying or
bereaved. This desire led her to become
the director of the Bethany Center of
Good Shepherd Hospice, which serves
grieving children, adolescents and adults
in Polk, Highlands and Hardee Counties.
“My clients who were dying or bereaved
taught me so much more about life than
they ever did about death, and I will be
forever grateful. Through their shared
experiences and wisdom, I was shown
that we have a limited number of days on
this earth.We have a choice to make each
day about how we want to spend the
time we have been granted,” said Sirrine.
“While I have the opportunity to do so,
I must make a conscious effort to use my
gifts to their greatest capacity.”

them while they
experience it and provide
support throughout
the journey.”
alongside them,” said Sirrine. “I have not
been called to take away people’s pain,
but rather to accompany them while
they experience it and provide support
throughout the journey, so no one has
to walk into the wilderness of suffering
alone. Maintaining that perspective has
helped me focus on the tasks to which I
have been called.”

While serving individuals who are
undergoing trials, Sirrine works to
maintain a positive and Kingdomminded perspective.

In addition to her deep love for assisting
those in need, Sirrine also enjoys teaching
and offering students the opportunity to
put into practice what they have learned
in the classroom. One opportunity she
fondly recalls was taking 14 social work
students to Choloma, Honduras, where
they provided support to young female
survivors of trafficking and abuse.

“A lot of being Kingdom-minded is
about perspective. One of the things
my faith continually teaches me is that
everyone is on a journey, and all of our
journeys are uniquely different. I may
never know why a particular client is
experiencing difficulty or pain, but I do
know that God has called me to walk

“It was amazing to leave the university
setting with students and interact
with them in a completely different
environment,” said Sirrine. “I watched
them learn so much about helping,
including strengthening their nonverbal
communication skills, displaying compassion and empathy, and developing

The mission trip to Honduras was such
a success that the college has created a
new course, International Social Services,
a study abroad program which offers
course credit.
“While we were traveling to Honduras to
share Christ’s love with those who have
experienced darkness, it became quickly
evident that the people of Honduras
were also sharing Christ’s love with us,”
said Sirrine. “I was deeply moved by
their hospitality and generosity. And, I
was forever changed by their choice to
focus on faith, joy and love in the midst
of such adversity. It was an experience I
will cherish forever.”
Through her love of serving others and
educating future social workers, Sirrine
continues to equip and encourage those
who pursue the call to help those in need.
“It is important to remain focused on
what God has called you to do in this life.
You may never know the far reach of your
efforts, so do not become discouraged if
you do not immediately see the fruits
of change. If you help even one client
with a particular struggle, that could
have a ripple effect for future generations
to come,” said Sirrine. “Stay the course
and take good care of yourself, because
our world needs more helpers. You,
in particular!”
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AMY GODSHALL

MOVING BEYOND
HER COMFORT ZONE

L

andlocked between six countries in West
Africa, Burkina Faso is known for its warm
climate and strong dust storms. Its capital city,
Ouagadougou, is home to more than 2 million
people. The dusty streets are filled with people
walking about, the buzzing of overloaded
“motos” (motorcycles) crowding the roads, and the chatter
of people selling peanuts and fruits. For AMY (BERGEY)
GODSHALL ’16, Burkina is a country filled with hospitable
people always eager to take care of one another. Burkina Faso
means “Land of Honorable People.”
Amy and her husband, Derek, work with the Mennonite
Central Committee (MCC), a Christian global nonprofit
organization that serves others through relief, development and
peace initiatives.
“MCC really supports their workers.They take care of all of our
basic needs, such as food, housing and transportation. There are
two other couples working here with us as well,” she said.
Amy wears two hats. She is the exchange program coordinator
and also assists with development projects.
In the exchange program, Amy
helps volunteers from around
the world find host families
and placements within Burkina
Faso, and helps them acclimate
to the culture. She also helps
the local Burkinabé find
placements in other areas of
the world.
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Amy and Derek Godshall

“It’s been
rewarding getting
to know the
people here.
They are friendly,
welcoming and
hospitable.”

“My favorite part of my job is working
with people and getting to know the
Burkinabé we are sending around the
world. I also enjoy working with the
people who are serving in Burkina,”
said Amy.
The second part of her role is working
with development projects within
Burkina. Many of these projects focus on
education and peace.

MCC partners with projects that are
already in existence — initiated and
developed by Burkinabé who are trying
to meet a need in their community. The
organization funds its work in Burkina
Faso, and around the world, through
donations from individuals and churches,
thrift shops, events like relief sales, and
external grants. They work with the
project coordinators to build the capacity
of the project throughout their term.

Amy is involved in the planning,
monitoring, and evaluation processes of
the projects.
In Burkina, MCC primarily focuses
on agricultural development, as more
than 90 percent of the population are
farmers. Projects include trainings for
farmers, irrigation initiatives, promotion
of conservation agriculture practices,
nutrition education and more.
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In regard to education, MCC provides
tuition fees, uniforms, and after school
programs for students. They also promote
health in schools through showing
creative ways for kids to brush their teeth
and wash their hands. Another function
of the organization is the promotion of
peace. They offer peace clubs at schools
where they discuss conflict resolution
and nonviolence.
Amy got involved with them after
graduating from Southeastern with
a social work degree. She grew up
Mennonite and so did her husband,
Derek, whom she met in a math class in
high school. Although Derek chose to go
to Eckerd College in St. Petersburg, Fla.,
Amy chose to attend SEU.
Throughout her time at SEU, Amy had a
passion for working with people overseas
and for international adoption. Her
interest in Africa developed during her
2016 internship in Uganda through SEU.
With a semester-long senior practicum
requirement for social work, Amy was
interested in studying overseas for her
internship. She was able to serve with
Compassion International in Uganda.
She worked in the kids’ program, filling
out paperwork and making home visits,
which included making sure the children
used mosquito nets to prevent malaria.
The program had 250 kids.
“It is cool to see the other side of
Compassion. My family sponsored a
child when I was growing up. It is neat
to see the kids get the letters that people
write,” said Amy.
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“Don’t be afraid to move
out of your comfort zone.
It’s not always easy, but
it’s worth it. Follow
your calling.”

She recalls when she stayed home sick
one day and people called her to check in
on how she was doing.
“People genuinely care about each other.
In the States, it’s more an individualistic
culture. It’s refreshing to have people treat
each other like this,” said Amy.

During her time with Compassion, she
learned more about the international
adoption process in Uganda. Compassion
worked to help kids stay with their
families and not have to put them up
for adoption.

Amy and her husband have lived in
Burkina Faso for over a year and have a
three-year commitment. Following their
term, they both hope to get into graduate
school. Amy wants to go to law school to
become a human rights lawyer.

After they were married, Derek and Amy
both expressed an interest in moving
outside of the United States to participate
in development work and they chose to
be a part of MCC.When it came time for
Amy and Derek to choose a country to
serve in, they were interested in one of
the francophone African countries. They
applied for Congo and Burkina Faso and
soon learned they would be living in
Burkina. They moved there in February
of 2017.

“It’s been challenging to balance the
organization’s values and the country’s
culture. While we don’t want to push
our values on our partners and act like
we know what is best for them, there are
times when issues like gender equality
create tension between the culture and
MCC’s values. As a foreigner, it is hard
to know what my place is to push for
women’s rights here. I want to study
human rights and engage in that a lot
more in the future. It’s been a personal
struggle to balance both sides,” said Amy.

“It’s been rewarding getting to know the
people here.They are friendly, welcoming
and hospitable,” said Amy.
Amy shared how she and Derek were
driving home one night when their truck
broke down, a couple hours outside the
capital. They were fortunately at a gas
station when a mechanic pulled up and
offered to fix their truck for them.
“He stayed late to help us and then called
us later to make sure we made it home
safe,” she said.

As Amy looks to their future in Burkina,
she shares the struggles they encountered
getting acclimated to a new country and
language, but shares it was worth it.
“Don’t be afraid to move out of your
comfort zone. It’s not always easy, but it’s
worth it. Follow your calling,” she said.

Bolutito Adewunmi
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EMBRACING THE SEASON

T

ranked third by “The American Lawyer”
in its annual “A-List.”

he response for many
individuals
to
the
question “What do you
want to be when you
grow up?” yields many
options. Some are not so
sure, while others understand exactly what
it is that they want to achieve.

“Each day is different and can bring
about a diverse selection of interesting
opportunities,” said Tito. “As a first year
associate, I’m observing how things
operate. I get to work on a lot of interesting
cases and issues. I’m just soaking it all in.”

For BOLUTITO “TITO” ADEWUNMI
’14 the question of what she wanted to
be when she grew up wasn’t difficult to
answer.

While Tito is adjusting to her position at
her firm, she is grateful to Southeastern
and its faculty for providing the foundation
necessary for her to achieve her goals.

“I have always felt drawn to the legal field,”
said Tito. “I have always been fascinated
with how the law works and it seemed
natural to pursue a career in that field.”
A graduate of the College of Behavioral
and Social Sciences, Tito studied criminal
justice in her undergrad at Southeastern
before pursuing a juris doctor from the
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law in
New York. Originally from Nigeria, Tito
learned about Southeastern through her
father’s acquaintances.
“My dad had been living in the U.S. for
a couple years and the church he went
to at the time had people who had gone
to SEU,” said Tito. “People at the church
told him about SEU and he asked if I was
interested in visiting the school.”
Upon arriving at Southeastern, Tito
became involved in several areas of oncampus life. She worked as a tutor in
the Academic Center for Enrichment,
served as a student leader on the First
Year Experience team and occasionally
volunteered throughout the city of
Lakeland.
Tito’s sister SIMILOLU “SIMI”
ADEWUNMI ’16 is a recent graduate of

SEU and her brother Pero Adewunmi will
begin his junior year in the fall.
Now four years later, Tito has traded the
quiet of Lakeland for the hustle and bustle
of New York City.
“My first day in New York I got yelled at
by a total stranger to walk faster,” said Tito.
“Then it started to rain, and my groceries
were in a brown paper bag that got soaked.
Most of my groceries ended up in the
middle of the street after the light had just
turned green — right in Union Square!”
Although life in New York is vastly
different from Lakeland, Tito enjoys the
high energy environment of the city.
“I like New York a lot and I definitely feel
like I fit in. It’s fast-paced and busy. I made
friends and things are good,” said Tito.
Since receiving her law degree last year,
Tito has been working as an associate at
the Paul, Weiss law firm, which has been

“Southeastern taught me the importance
of hard work,” said Tito. “It was important
to me at SEU, and I definitely think
that it has remained with me. I was also
encouraged academically, especially by Dr.
Linda Bowlin. She is my all-time favorite
professor. She’s always been right about
me having faith in my abilities.”
As for future plans,Tito is not so concerned
about what the next step is or should be.
Rather, she is embracing the season she is
in.“I am at the early stages of what I would
describe as an incredible journey and my
current plan is to enjoy this as much as I
can and then deal with whatever comes
next,” said Tito.
Tito encourages other alumni to continue
to forge ahead. “Recognize opportunities
when they come.When they come around
and when it is right for you, embrace them.
Maintain relationships with people who
recognize your abilities, especially when
you don’t or can’t. Embrace opportunities,
despite fear or lack of confidence. After
all, this might be a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity. If it’s right for you, run with
it,” said Tito.
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SPARC LAB OFFERS RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES

A

fter students expressed
their
desires
to
further develop their
research skills, Dr.
Jeremy
Cummings,
assistant professor of
psychology, wanted to meet that
need. His answer: the Southeastern
Psychological and Applied Research
Center (SPARC). Established in 2015,
the center provides the opportunity
for students who have an interest in
getting into graduate and doctoral
programs to put their research skills into
practice. Many graduate programs require
the students they admit to have research
experience.
In 2016, Dr. James Anderson, dean of the
College of Education, partnered with
Cummings to further the program. Under
the guidance of faculty members, students
assist as researchers and participate in
studies. The research center has two
teams — one under the supervision of
Cummings, known as the Psychological
Wellness Research team, and the other,
Spiritual and Personality Research
Lab (SPRL), under the supervision
of Anderson.
In the Psychological Wellness Research
team, students have worked on

developing presentations for churches
on mental health issues. The team
conducted and evaluated a 10-week,
spiritually integrated, psychoeducational
class about coping with sadness, stress and
anxiety at Victory Church in Lakeland,
where Cummings teaches a class on
mental health. The team plans to present
data about the effectiveness of the
intervention at a professional conference.
The presentations include information
on how to recognize symptoms of
depression and anxiety, along with the
causes and potential treatments. The
team also had the opportunity to present
their research at the Association for
Behavioral and Cognitive Therapies in
San Diego, Calif.
The SPRL team is comprised of SEU
graduate and undergraduate students
dedicated
to
understanding
the
intersection of personality and spirituality.
Anderson, who earned a Ph.D. in
Lifespan Developmental Psychology,
served as a research psychologist for the
U.S. Army. One study that he has worked
on with students is a collaboration with
the MacDill Air Force Base Special
Operations. SPRL compiles and analyzes
data on spiritual issues that special
operations team members might face.
They then present the information to

Dr. James Anderson (second from right) with SEU students
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commanders and work with chaplains
at the base. Anderson’s goal through
SPRL is to help students be prepared to
enter a Ph.D. program through having
a competitive resume with experience
in research and co-authoring research
articles while in their undergrad
studies. Students have also been able
to participate in poster presentations at
national conferences.
One of the students who has benefited
from the research center is IAN JONES
’17, who will start his Ph.D. at Oklahoma
State University in the fall. As a student
Ian was involved in the SPRL lab. He was
in charge of running different experiments
that the team designed, recruiting new
students to the lab, making sure every lab
member understood the procedures and
assisting Anderson with the lab meetings.
“The SPARC lab was essentially one of
the main aspects that has allowed me to
continue to pursue a career in research,
especially with a university that is more
counselor focused,” said Ian. “The
SPARC lab gave me the necessary skills
to impress other schools and receive
a tuition-free package to pursue my
doctorate at Oklahoma State University.”

Melissa Craw ’16 and Josue Deslauriers ’18
presenting a poster at ABCI.
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EVERETTE COFFMAN

ONE MAN'S JOURNEY
TO HELPING OTHERS

E

V E R E T T E
COFFMAN’s
’17
(MSMFT) story is
quite a miracle — he
journeyed from drug
abuse to helping those
who abuse. As a registered marriage and
family therapist intern and a registered
mental health counseling intern, Everette
founded a counseling business along with
a nonprofit in Clermont, Fla., earlier this
year. The business and nonprofit, which
he founded with his best friend Tommy
Moore, work hand in hand. The business,
Priority One Coaching, Counseling

Left to right: Tasha, Everette and Wesley

and Consulting, provides counseling for
families in the community. The nonprofit, Priority One Community Center,
provides scholarships for counseling,
helps raise money for people who can’t
afford treatment for substance abuse,
provides educational workshops in
the community and raises money for
substance abuse intervention.
Although Everette has been able to help
others dealing with drug abuse, he didn’t
always know a life free of addiction. Born
into a family of drug abuse in Groveland,
Fla., Everette started using drugs at the

age of 12. Later in his life, Everette lost
friends and family due to drug abuse.
“Addiction was prevalent and encouraged
by some family members. Growing up,
I didn’t know people who were sober.
I didn’t believe people could be sober,”
he said.
Despite his addiction, Everette seemed
to have a promising future, receiving
letters from a few Ivy League schools.
Because of a lack of guidance from his
family, Everette missed most university
acceptance deadlines and ended up barely
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Everette with his family

meeting the admission requirements in
time to attend the University of South
Florida in 2002. Although he was
admitted late, Everette still received full
tuition, including a presidential award
from the university.
Everette doesn’t remember much of his
undergraduate years, spending most of
his time partying and using drugs. He
recalls not having any friends or making
an effort to talk to other students. “I
was consumed with drug use. It’s by the
grace of God I got through my first year,”
he said.
In 2007, he met his girlfriend, now wife,
Tasha. She was the first person to tell
him that it was strange that he started
using drugs with his family. Two years
later, while dating, they had a son, Wesley.
After a few years of being a family man,
Everette chose to distance himself from
Tasha and Wesley. He didn’t want his
son to go through the same things he
went through.
“I lived in darkness. I was consumed by
addiction. I was using by myself and felt
as if I had no options,” said Everette.
It wasn’t until 2013 that Everette
experienced a life-changing event. He
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Left to right: Tommy Moore, Everette and Dr. Adrian Manley

was driving over the speed limit down
I-75 with drugs visibly in his front
passenger seat when a police officer
pulled him over. At the time, he had been
trying to get clean and had been through
treatment, but it didn’t seem to help. He
was put on probation and later found
himself violating his probation.

started listening to Christian music. One
song stuck out to him the most — “Proof
of Your Love.” Everette had grown up in
a home that believed that God was real,
but it wasn’t a central part of their family.

With failure to meet his probation, a
judge gave him the option of being a part
of a six- to 12-month residential recovery
program or be sentenced to multiple
years in prison. Although a bit hesitant to
try another recovery program, Everette
decided to undergo the treatment with
the encouragement from a disposition
specialist from the Pasco Public
Defender’s Office, Billy Majors.

On December 19, 2013, Everette felt the
urge to pray for his salvation. He asked
to be alone in the room he shared with
five guys. He prayed to be stripped of
everything. He confessed how he was
devastated by what his life had become.
He soon began to feel physically sick.The
next day he felt completely changed.

“The Pasco County Drug Court saved
my life. Prior to that, I couldn’t stay clean.
I violated my probation,” he said.
While undergoing treatment, Everette
entered into a program known as ACE
Opportunities in New Port Richey. It
was there that he met a group of men
in Alcoholics Anonymous who helped
change his life. Every day, he was
surrounded by a group of people who
were sober and, unbeknownst to him,
were Christians. It was there that he

“I started praying to God, ‘If you are truly
real, transform my life,’” he said.

“I knew God was real. God made
himself evident to me. My obsessions and
thoughts to use were gone. I committed
everything to God,” he said. From
there, Everette saw his life start to come
back together.
Prior to his arrest, Everette had worked
for Marriott International for several
years. During the time that he was
arrested, he was put on a leave of absence
from Marriott. After receiving Christ, he
went to his employer telling them that
he was a different person. In response,
he was told that he could write a letter
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of appeal in order to return to work to
headquarters in Washington, D.C. While
waiting for a response, his friends from
the recovery center encouraged him to
help people and that God would take
care of him. Trying not to focus on his
situation, Everette began to help others.
He got a call the next week that he was
on the schedule to work.
“God did so much for me so fast. He
continued to open doors,” he said.
Soon after, Everette worked to reconcile
with his son and Tasha. In 2015, he
proposed to Tasha in a castle in Germany
during her grandparents’ 50th anniversary.
Everette shared how God ordained his
reconciliation with Tasha and his son
and it was the best present he could
have received. In August of 2015 they
were married.
“Nothing compares to being present with
my son and wife. It is the greatest gift
God has given. My wife is my backbone,”
said Everette.
Soon after, Everette heard about SEU
on the Joy FM radio station and decided
to tour the university. The first person
he met on campus was GEORGE
ZIVKOVICH ’11, director of adult
and graduate enrollment. At the time,
Everette didn’t meet the prerequisites to
be admitted to the master’s in marriage
and family counseling program — his
undergraduate GPA was too low and he
had a record. In spite of these obstacles,
George encouraged him to continue
the process.
During the admission process, Everette
was open with the professors on his past
experiences, sharing how God delivered
him from his addictions. He was accepted
on probation and he was ecstatic. He

“My life has been
restored, my family
is restored and God
has been at the
center of it all.”
went on to receive straight As in all of
his classes.
While at SEU, Everette had an instant
connection with Dr. Adrian Manley,
associate
professor
of
counselor
education, who was from his hometown
of Groveland. Manley soon became
Everette’s mentor and now works with
Everette at Priority One.
“I felt like I got a great education. I took
classes with highly skilled practitioners.
I developed really great relationships,”
said Everette.
In order to complete his 1,000-hour
practicum, Everette was offered a
position with Sandi Burchfield at Family
Life Counseling Center as she began to
open her own private counseling center.
“I learned everything I could from her,”
he said. He helped serve as a counselor
for over a year and a half, until he felt
God calling him to start his own center.
In August of 2017, Everette made the
decision to step down from his position
at Family Life to start his own counseling
center, with hopes of one day starting a
drug court program for Lake County, Fla.,
where he had grown up. On February 1,
Priority One opened its doors and in the
past few months he has been able to help
more than 15 clients.

Early in 2018, Everette found out that he
had been accepted into a Ph.D. program
in counselor education at the University
of Florida. UF offered him a teaching
assistantship position that will pay for his
degree and provide him with a stipend.
Everette plans to continue his business
while in the Ph.D. program.
He is also in the process of submitting
a research article, “Connection: The
Missing Link in Substance Abuse,”
he wrote with DR. ROSALIND
(SHARPE) GOODRICH ’91, associate professor of psychology and counselor
education, and Dr.Tom Gollery, professor
of education.
“I learned to get out of the way of God.
I feel as if I never deserved all of this,”
he said.
Now, as a counselor and looking to the
future of pursuing his Ph.D., Everette is
committed to helping others overcome
their issues.
“I believe we need to be open and
transparent with people to be successful
in therapy. People just want help.We need
to explore our own dungeon and do our
own self work. The changing point for
me was asking God for help,” he said.
Everette recognizes that he wouldn’t be
where he is today without the support of
many. In particular, he is grateful for the
help of his grandparents, mother, sister,
great-aunt and in-laws. He is also grateful
for the help of many churches and
ministries, including Hope International
Church, First United Methodist Church
Clermont, South Lake Christian Church
and the Celebrate Recovery Ministry.

“My life has been restored, my family is
restored and God has been at the center
of it all,” he said.
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SEU LAUNCHES

CENTER FOR PASTORAL
TRAINING AND CARE

O

ftentimes pastors find
themselves pouring
into others without
taking the time to take
care of themselves.This
fall Southeastern will
launch The Center for Pastoral Training
and Care to help ministry leaders learn
to care for themselves so that they can
more effectively care for others. Through
a series of one-day seminars, the center
will offer programs to enable participants
to more effectively integrate the values of
emotional healing and personal wholeness
through faith integration with principles
and techniques of sound clinical practice.
“There is a misconception that as long
as we are doing the Lord’s work He
will suspend the laws of nature and will
protect us from spiritual, physical, and
psychological harm. Pastors are often
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under the misperception that they can
go out and overuse themselves with the
idea that God will take care of them,”
said Dr. Larry Hazelbaker, director
of The Center for Pastoral Training
and Care.“We want to show, demonstrate,
and train them to think differently
about this.”
Six one-day seminars will be presented
throughout the year, offering ministry
leaders practical, hands-on training. The
sessions will be held at Southeastern
University
and
other
locations
throughout Central Florida, and will
be facilitated by seasoned practitioners.
Seminar topics include self-care, crisis
intervention, dealing with difficult people
and many more. The trainings will take
place on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Participants will receive a Southeastern

University Training Certificate for each
session they successfully complete.
“As leaders, if we are going to live out
our full potential and be able to serve
others, we must pay attention to all the
important aspects in our personal lives.
We can’t be at our best unless we make
self-management a priority. The Center
for Pastoral Training and Care provides
the hands-on training leaders need in
order to create disciplines in their life so
that they can truly live out their divine
design,” said Dr. Kent Ingle.
For more information about The Center
for Pastoral Training and Care or
upcoming seminars, contact Dr. Larry
Hazelbaker at lehazelb@seu.edu or
863-667-5159.

“Come to me, all you who are weary and
burdened, and I will give you rest.”
Matthew 11:28
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KEVIN KURIAN

AT THE INTERSECTION OF
PSYCHOLOGY AND RELIGION

I

“

you aren’t reaching everyone. I was
making the point that if we truly preach a
message that Jesus died for everyone, and
that everyone can be saved by God, that
would by definition include people who
have a severe mental illness. If the church
didn’t understand that, then we were
missing out on a chunk of the population
that Jesus died for. That didn’t sit well
with me,” said Kevin. “Mentally ill people
normally reach out to a church first, and
if we aren’t providing pastors with tools
on how to interact with this, then there is
this gaping hole.”

get invited into someone’s
world that a lot of people
never see,” said DR.
KEVIN KURIAN ’10,
who works as a licensed
psychologist at Kerrville
State Hospital in Kerrville, Texas. “Part
of it is also really intimate and delicate.
Someone might open up to me about
the details of their experiences that they
haven’t told anyone, or about traumatic
things that happened to them in their
childhood. There’s something really
humbling about that, that someone
would present you with hard things they
are going through and ask you for help
with it.”
Having come to Southeastern with
the intent to double major in practical
theology and psychology, Kevin dreamed
of pursuing a career in ministry, while
having a psychological understanding of
how to help minister to a congregation.
While pursuing this dream, Kevin
became involved in the worship choir
and preaching team at SEU.
Over time, however, this dream began to
shift in another direction.
“The thing that really got me, when I
was at SEU, was that I realized that not
many people in ministry knew what to
do with people with severe mental illness,
like individuals with schizophrenia,” said
Kevin. “My student colleagues were
spooked and didn’t know what to say or
do, but I found myself pretty comfortable
with this population.”
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Upon graduation from Southeastern
University, Kevin began pursuing a
Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology at Fuller
Theological Seminary.
“I realized what I wanted to do was get
my Ph.D. in clinical psychology so I could
provide psychotherapy to those with
severe mental illness,” said Kevin. “What
I saw in my role at the end of SEU, and
definitely in grad school, was this position
of being translational between the roles of
theology and psychology.”

In order to obtain his Ph.D. in Clinical
Psychology, Kevin completed his
residency at Kerrville State Hospital, an
inpatient forensic psychiatric hospital,
were he was later hired.
In his day-to-day experiences, Kevin
operates in a variety of different roles
that include counseling patients, seeing
a group or individual for psychotherapy,
performing psychological and forensic
assessments, managing a research database
or conducting malingering assessments,
in which he must determine if a patient
is exaggerating or making up symptoms.

What Kevin discovered was a need for
those in ministry to be aware of mental
illnesses and how to provide help to their
congregations.

“It’s an intellectually stimulating job; it’s
one that you have to handle delicately,”
said Kevin.“It’s interesting because people
are pretty unique, and their experiences
are unique. You are trying to make sense
of human nature and psychology.”

“Once a pastor was upset with me
because I had told him: if one percent of
your church doesn’t have schizophrenia,

In addition to the multiple roles that he
assumes, Kevin acknowledges the rewards
and challenges of his career.

“Seeing someone come to
understand the nature of their
mental illness and how to live with
it is rewarding. The conditions
we treat are chronic and lifetime.
You have to take care of it, or you
might get in trouble,” said Kevin.
“It’s rewarding to shepherd them
through their illness, how to deal
with it and how to move on with
their lives.”
Due to the nature of his work,
Kevin must be able to integrate
both his knowledge of theology
and his faith in order to help reach
these individuals.
“God works in mysterious ways,
and God can work through
people regardless, but when you
have someone that I perceive to
be experiencing symptoms of a
psychotic disorder, rather than what
I believe is a message from God,
that is tricky,” said Kevin. “I find
myself at a point where I am
determining how I can help this
person identify symptoms of their

mental illness, while encouraging a
healthy relationship with God.”
When he’s not interacting with
patients, Kevin enjoys spending
time with his wife, Dr. Ashli Kurian,
whom he met while attending
Fuller Theological Seminary. Travel
enthusiasts, Kevin and Ashli enjoy
discovering new restaurants together
and recently traveled to Spain,
Morocco and India. The couple has
also become foster parents to two
young children.
Although Kevin’s original career
plan changed as God led him down
a different path, he reassures others
that pursuing these changes leads to
true happiness in one’s calling.
“I thought for sure I would be doing
the church circuit, but at the same
time talking about mental illness. As
it turned out, with my clinical work
it didn’t go that way,” said Kevin.
“Now I really enjoy it. I love it and
think it is great.”

Ashli and Kevin

Coping with
MENTAL ILLNESS
Many people are at a loss as to how to help
an individual or family that is affected by
mental illness. Here are a couple of things
to keep in mind.
•

Educate yourself about the illness.
Understanding the illness can provide
the foundation for support and can
give you tools to help.

•

Seek out resources from reputable
sources, such as local mental health
associations and trusted publications.
The National Alliance on Mental
Illness (NAMI) and Mental Health
America (MHA) both offer a variety
of programs and resources.

•

Reach out with love, compassion
and acceptance.

•

Build trust and rapport with the
individual and their family.

•

Instead of guessing what helps, ask.
Offer your support and connect them
to help if you feel that they need it.

•

Avoid falling into the role of “fixer.”
No matter how much you love
someone, you can’t force them to
get better.

•

Take care of yourself. The healthier
you are, the better equipped you are
to help someone else.

•

Set appropriate limits. Sometimes
limits may need to be set for the sake
of everyone’s well-being.

•

Offer hope for recovery. Encourage
the individual and family that recovery
is possible with continued treatment,
and many illnesses can be managed.
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WHEN CHRISTIANITY
ENCOUNTERS MENTAL ILLNESS

M

ental
Illness.
What do we
picture when we
hear those words?
Depression, addiction, bi-polar disorder, homelessness, or schizophrenia?
The fact is, there are many in churches
who silently suffer with a mental illness,
fearing judgment or being ostracized.
Now imagine a much different culture —
a community where a medical diagnosis
does not ostracize anyone, but signals
the community to surround families
with love, meals, and other support. It
is time we, as the living body of Christ,
intentionally shatter the shame-stained
isolation of mental illness and become a
place where those with a mental illness
feel liberated to share their stories with
openness and acceptance.
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By Sara Spong ’95
According to the National Institute of
Mental Illness, one in six people (17
percent of the U.S. population) suffers
from a mental illness. In other words,
17 of every 100 people in our churches
has a mental illness diagnosis. What
would it look like for followers of Jesus
to reimagine walking alongside those
suffering with mental illness? What would
our churches feel like if we reached out
to those in need with the same love
and compassion we do with other
medical diagnoses?
For some reason, an unspoken stigma
surrounding mental illness pronounces
itself more in church settings than other
public settings.
As a counselor and minister’s wife, I
have seen firsthand the pain families and
individuals feel when they cannot “pray

“For some reason,
an unspoken stigma
surrounding mental
illness pronounces
itself more in church
settings than other
public settings.”
away” the depression, anxiety or diagnosis.
They wonder if they lack faith, have done
something wrong, or committed a sin to
bring illness upon themselves. Obviously,
this ideology is not a new development.
Remember the disciples who asked the
question of Jesus, “Who sinned, this
man or his parents, that he was born
blind?” (John 9:2). It was assumed that
someone did something iniquitous
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“It is time for the church to wrap arms around ALL those suffering.”

if he or she was inflicted with illness.
Churches must come to understand that
mental illness can result from physiological
imbalances requiring medication to
reestablish the right chemical balance
or perhaps from a traumatic event that
requires professional help to experience
healing. In addition to struggling with
mental illness, carriers must also deal
with the shame they feel for receiving
counseling or taking medication. Still, fear
arises from thinking others will discover
their “condition” and an already fragile
experience of community diminishes
even further. I cannot imagine suggesting
a diabetic discontinue the use of insulin
or someone with high blood pressure
stopping medication entirely.
Physical illness often leads to a variety
of lifestyle changes such as medications,
surgery, physical therapy, family and
social support, and health and nutrition
counseling to achieve health and
wellness. Those suffering from a mental
illness benefit from changes to reach
optimal health. This frequently means
that medications and counseling/therapy,
combined with family and social support,
will greatly aid a person’s healing.
Counselors employ certain tools to help
empower individuals to thrive for health
and wellness. Christian counselors weave
spiritual components into therapy to
confirm the mind, body and soul work
towards God’s best for the individual
and/or family.
The health of the soul remains vital for
the client’s true wholeness.

The isolation experienced by those
suffering a mental illness opposes what
Jesus modeled for the church. It is time
for the church to wrap arms around ALL
those suffering. Encouraging people to
share their mental illness experiences
will allow others to begin expressing
their vulnerable stories. Matthew 5:16
says, “Keep open house; be generous
with your lives. By opening up to
others, you’ll prompt people to open
up with God, this generous Father in
heaven.” Freedom occurs in sharing
the journey.
Not only does being courageously open
about one’s indisposition help encourage
others in similar situations to share what
they are going through, but that same
courage educates those that may not
understand mental illness.
When we realize that mental illness
may be a facet of a person’s story but not
WHO they are, we can begin to embrace
the beautiful uniqueness in him/her and
perhaps catch a glimpse of how God is
weaving all our brokenness and immense
potential to fulfill His purposes on earth.
Those with mental illness have a
valuable perspective on life derived
from deep wells of pain associated with
navigating life, managing their illness, and
embodying tremendous joy as they are
invited into the depths of Christ-centered
community. Their mental illness stands as
only one aspect of their humanity and
does not define them; instead, as treasured
children of the most-high God, they
resemble the other 83 percent of your

congregation with gifts and desires to
serve. My heartfelt prayer is that we will
be the church that welcomes them with
open arms.

Sara (third from the left)
with her family

Sara Spong is a 1995 alum of SEU. She is
a professional licensed counselor and Ph.D.
candidate at Regent University. Sara and her
husband, Chuck, have four children and lead
the nonprofit Love Out Loud in WinstonSalem, N.C.
This article is also published online in
Ecclesiam, the official blog of the Barnett
College of Ministry & Theology at
Southeastern University. Its mission is to
connect the academy and the local church
through practical, yet informed, articles that
speak to the needs of our churches today.
To read more articles by the college’s faculty,
students and alumni, visit ecclesiam.com.
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SEU STUDENTS ADVOCATE FOR CHANGE

A

ctively being involved in the
happenings of society is one
way to produce change. For
those pursuing social work,
participating in
Legislative
Education
and
Advocacy
Day (LEAD) is one way to become a voice for
positive change.
LEAD is put on by the National Association of Social
Workers (NASW). The Florida chapter sponsors
the event and invites all social work programs
throughout the state to attend. Southeastern has
been attending since 2002 and brings all junior
and senior social work majors along for the twoday trip. This year, 76 students traveled to the state
capitol in Tallahassee, Fla., to participate, including
several students enrolled in SEU’s inaugural Master
of Social Work program.
Often described as the most exciting aspect of
the social work program by students, social work
majors and faculty attend training courses on how
to advocate for change, meet with legislators to
build relationships and educate legislators about
social work legislation.
During the event, juniors and first year graduate
students advocate for policies they have researched
in class, while seniors and second year graduate
students advocate for policies that directly impact
their internship clients.
While there, the Florida Chapter of the NASW
presented Southeastern University’s social work
program with the University Achievement Award
for Outstanding Participation. This was the ninth
time the social work program has received this
distinguished award at LEAD.
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STUDENTS MEETING
NEEDS IN PUERTO RICO
AND AT HOME

Social work professors and club members at Club Rush

Social work club members at Club Rush

W

hen Hurricane Maria hit
Puerto Rico, the social work
club was quick to respond.
The social work club and
SEU HOLA held a candlelight
service to pray for the people
of Puerto Rico and then began raising funds to send
supplies to those affected. They purchased supplies at
Sam’s Club and dropped them off at a distribution
center that then flew the supplies to the ravaged island.
In the future, the club plans to continue its work in
Puerto Rico by taking a mission trip there.
In addition to helping individuals beyond Florida, the
club is also very active in helping others in the local
community of Lakeland. The group, which ranges
from 20 to 30 regular members, makes it a point to
host projects that spotlight different populations,
including the homeless, children at risk and survivors
of sexual assault.
In December and February, the club met up early in the
morning in downtown Lakeland to give away donuts
and hot coffee to homeless people in the area. The
students spent time hearing their stories and serving
them. To help neighboring children in need, the club
partnered with a local organization to host an Easter
outreach, which included an Easter egg hunt. The
club also hosted educational workshops in April to
bring awareness to the community about topics such
as sexual assault.

Social work club serving in downtown Lakeland.
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SOCIAL WORK STUDY ABROAD PROGRAMS

S
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given several internship opportunities,
including with the Indian Community
Welfare Organization, ACTIONAID,
Family Life Institute, Madras Christian
Counseling Services, and others.
Students are placed in a customized
internship and then meet weekly with
a faculty advisor. The students will also
have the opportunity to go on different
cultural excursions, including visiting the
Taj Mahal.

tudents eager to study
abroad are given the
opportunity to earn class
credits while serving
overseas. In the social
work program, students in
their senior year have the choice to study
abroad to fulfill their practicum hours,
where they are required to complete
400 hours of work in the field under
the supervision of an individual with
a bachelor’s or master’s degree in
social work.
In
2016,
AMY
(BERGEY)
GODSHALL ’16 was the first student
in the program to earn practicum hours
studying in Uganda, and other students
soon followed. In the upcoming 201819 year, the program plans to include
opportunities for social work students to
study in India and Ecuador as well. The
students become integrated within the
community, often staying in homestays
and taking classes to learn the language
and culture.
“My semester in Uganda was
continually challenging and wonderfully
uncomfortable. As a senior social work
student, I spent most of my time at
my practicum site learning from my
supervisor and coworkers about effective
social work in Uganda. I was also pushed
to step outside of my comfort zone to
live with both rural and urban Ugandan
host families, and I learned more about
relating to people from another culture,”
said Amy.
If a student chooses to study in Uganda,
they practice social work alongside a
Ugandan supervisor and an American
field instructor within the cities of
Mukono or Kampala. The program
is offered in conjunction with Best
Semester, a faith-based organization,
where students intern along with students
from other Christian universities across
the United States. The students work
in various practicum sites throughout
the community, working with orphans,
people with disabilities, disadvantaged

“We are really excited to send students
there. Religion plays into how people
live day to day. Students will get to
experience that side of India as well,”
said RACHEL ROSKOSKI ’14 ’16
(MBA), coordinator of the SEU study
abroad program.
youth, people needing health services
and many other options. One week
of their internship includes a trip to
Rwanda, where they learn more about
the Rwandan genocide.
“If you want an experience that will
challenge you to go to the very edge
of what you know and then keep
walking...trusting that somehow God is
still with you and what you are doing,
then I could never express how much I
would recommend studying abroad. The
relationships you make will be ones that I
can only hope will last a lifetime (as cliché
as that sounds) and the people that I had
the honor of working besides are some of
the most beautiful examples of passionate
qualified professionals I have ever met,”
said DELAINA PEEK ’17. Delaina was
a social work major who spent a semester
working in the largest mental health
counseling center in Uganda.
In the fall of 2018, the social work
program, in collaboration with the
Pennsylvania Center for International
Exchange and Partnership, will offer
study abroad opportunities in India.
Students will get to live in Chennai,
an Eastern coastal city in India. The
partnership is with Madras Christian
College, where students will live
throughout their stay. They will be

During the spring of 2019, the program
will allow students to study abroad in
Ecuador with Living and Learning
International, a Christian organization.
The students’ time will be split by living
one month in a shared apartment, one
month in homestay, and back to the
shared apartment for the final month.
The first month, the students get used to
living in Ecuador as they learn to use local
transportation and try different kinds
of food. Students take a diversity class,
known as community development, to
learn more about Ecuador. The students
will meet weekly with a supervisor who
has a master’s degree in social work. The
program has a partnership with local
social services that allows students to work
in hospitals and orphanages. The students
stay in the same placement throughout
their entire time in the country. While in
Ecuador, students are taken on excursions
to the Galapagos Islands, volcanoes and
local markets. Professor Jessica FelixJager, assistant professor of social work,
is presently working with a social work
student interested in completing her
practicum in Ecuador in spring 2019.
“We are excited that she will pioneer the
way in Ecuador for future social work
students,” said Felix-Jager.
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FOCUS
on FACULTY
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DR. MARK BELFAST, JR.,

assistant
professor
of
music
education, co-presented a workshop during the Florida Music
Education Association Professional
Development Conference. Belfast
served as a guest clinician for the
Lake Mary High School Band and
the Lake Nona High School Band.
In addition, he also served as a music
performance assessment adjudicator
for the Florida Bandmasters Association, an adjudicator for the Battle
on the Border Marching Band
Contest in Georgia, and a clinician
and conductor for the Escambia
All-County Middle School Concert
Band and Pinellas All-County
Middle School Jazz Band. He was
also named editor-in-chief of the
Florida Music Director.
BRIAN BLUME, assistant professor of percussion, gave a solo
marimba recital/program entitled
“MarimbAgape” at the Lakeland
Music Club in February. He served as
an adjudicator for numerous indoor
percussion competitions in Florida,
Indiana and Colorado, including
the Rocky Mountain Percussion
Association circuit championships.
Blume also performed at FMEA in
Tampa with Sebastian River High
School in January, and the students
performed two of his compositions
for percussion ensemble.

trainings, “Using Strengths in
Teaching” as well as “What’s
Happening in Higher Education,”
at the international conference in
China. In December, she traveled
to Haiti on a missions trip to take
Christmas presents to the children
of two churches, one in Carrefour
and one in Gode. While in Gode,
she conducted a two-hour teacher
training for the Christian school
teachers.
5

DR. PAUL CORRIGAN ’07,

associate professor of English, wrote
a poem, “You Moved Your Whole
Town,” and it won the Artist’s
Choice award for Rattle Ekphrastic
Challenge in October of 2017. The
poem, and an audio recording of
it, were published on the journal’s
website.

2

5

6

7

8

DR. ROBERT CROSBY ’80,

DR. AMY BRATTEN, associate

provost, traveled to China with
4 DR. LISA COSCIA ’90, chair
for the department of undergraduate
education, in the fall semester to
provide Clinical Educator Training.
Bratten also facilitated two other

8 ADRIENNE GARVEY, assistant
professor of broadcasting, wrote
“Are we teaching trauma? A survey
of accredited journalism schools
in the United States” with her

3
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6

professor of practical theology,
was interviewed on CBS News
following the passing of Rev. Billy
Graham. Some of Crosby’s research
has focused on Rev. Graham’s
relationships with U.S. presidents.
He and his wife, 7 P A M E L A
(KRIST) ’81, ’15 (MAML), senior
director of COMPASS - the Center
for Calling and Career, were both
interviewed on two episodes of
Focus on the Family about their
new book, “The Will of a Man &
The Way of a Woman: Balancing &
Blending Better Together.”

research partner at Kent State,
Dr. Gretchen Dworznik. The paper
was accepted for publication in
Journalism Practice. Garvey also
co-authored an article that has been
accepted to the Association for
Education in Journalism and Mass
Communication conference. The
article pertained to the framing
of the Paris and Orlando terror
attacks through photography and
was presented in March. She also
presented “How Are We Training
Young Women to be Leaders in
Media?” on a panel at the Broadcast
Education Association’s National
Conference in Las Vegas in April.
DR. DANIEL GORDON, professor of choral music education,
accepted an invitation to engage
in a three-day residency at the
Blair School of Music at Vanderbilt
University. Gordon rehearsed the
Vanderbilt Chorale and Symphonic
Choir and then presented a concert
entitled “Folk Heroes: The Music
of Vaughan Williams and Holst.”
He served as a guest lecturer in
music education classes during his
residency. Gordon also conducted
the Central Florida Bach Festival
in a performance of Bach Cantatas
79 and 80 at First Presbyterian
Church of Lake Wales, Fla.
9

and Course Pedagogy Impact
Students’ Learning Sustainability in
Business Core Courses.”
12

for the school of entrepreneurial
leadership, was a guest speaker at
the Sister to Sister Ministries 40th
Anniversary Gala celebration held
at the end of February in Tampa,
Fla., for the Church of God of
Prophecy.
13 DR. CHARLES HULIN, chair
for the department of music, has
presented several solo piano recitals
featuring well-known works of
the classical repertoire as well as
his own original composition,
“Columban
Legend.” These
included performances at Lasker
Baptist Church in Lasker, N.C.;
St. Mark’s Anglican Church in
Florence, Italy; and the dedication
of a new piano at Lakeland’s Lake
Morton Community Church.

DR. BILL HAHN, professor
of accounting, and 11 DR. BETH
LESLIE, chair for the school of

business, had an article accepted
for publication by the Journal of
Education for Business entitled
“Capability Matters: Relating
Student Achievement on the
Comprehensive Business Exam to
Skill and Effort.” They also had an
article accepted for publication in
the Journal of Higher Education
Theory and Practice entitled
“Assurance of Learning: An
Evaluation of How Grade Inflation

KATHY

9

10

11

12

13

14

KEMPA,

reference
and access services librarian,
has been be published in The
Christian Librarian.The title of her
article is “ACL 2017 Conference
Unconference on Information
Literacy.”
14

15
10

DR. EMILE HAWKINS, chair

15

DR. WILLIAM L. LAKE, JR.,

director of bands and assistant
professor of music, was selected as
a semi-finalist in the college and
university band division of The
American Prize in Conducting
National Competition in the
Performing Arts.
In March,
he presented a position paper
“Cultivating Potential through
Mentorship: The Oak Is in the
Acorn” for the College Band
Directors National Association —
Eastern Division Conference held
at Yale University. He also appeared
as guest conductor at the faculty
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16

17

recital of Dr. Albert Lee, University
of Nevada-Reno with the graduate
string quintet on “Songs of Love
and Justice: Reverberations of
1968” in commemoration of the
50th anniversary of Martin Luther
King Jr.’s assassination in April. Lake
recently defended his dissertation
and has been awarded the title of
Doctor of Musical Arts (D.M.A.).

the hidden wounds of war. He also
was a presenter at the L.B. Brown
Festival in Bartow, speaking on Dr.
King’s “I Have a Dream” speech.
21 DR. RICHARD HARRIS, associate professor of communication,
and he were both co-speakers at
Strong Tower Church during their
Black History month tribute.

DR. ADRIAN MANLEY, asso-

professor of historical theology, has
been awarded a grant to participate
in a workshop hosted by the Wabash
Center for Teaching and Lecturing
in Theology and Religion. Tackett
was one of a select few applicants
from across the country chosen
to attend the workshop aimed at
theological school faculty teaching
online.

22
16

18

19

ciate professor of counselor education, was the keynote speaker
at the Martin Luther King Day
Celebration in Clermont, Fla.
17

20

21

BETHANY

MILLER

’12,

assistant professor of film, had
her master’s thesis film “Death at
Dinner” accepted and screened in
June at the Vero Beach Film Festival.
This festival is one of the top 100
rated film festivals.
18 DR. MEGHAN MUSY, assistant
professor of Old Testament,
successfully defended her dissertation at McMaster Divinity
College in Hamilton, Ontario.

22

23

24

25

19 DR. ERICA SIRRINE, dean
of the College of Behavioral and
Social Sciences, recently published
an article in the February 2018
edition of The Lakelander magazine.
The article, “A Ray of Hope,” is
about coping with loss and is The
Lakelander’s first mental health
feature.
20

DR. KENNETH STEPHENS,

chair for the department of human services, completed an
18-credit-hour graduate certificate
in Military Resilience through
Liberty University.The certification
equips individuals with the ability
to educate service members and
their spouses, pastors and friends
about the mental, physical, social
and spiritual needs associated with
50 SOUTHEASTERN

DR.

23

DR.

24

DR.

ZACHARY

JIM

TACKETT,

VIGIL,

professor
of practical theology, presented
on “Best Practices in Doctoral
Retention” at a workshop in April
for the Association of Doctor
of Ministry Education as one of
its executive board members at
Lincoln Christian University.
ROBBY

WADDELL,

professor of New Testament, presented “Spirit
Hermeneutics:
Biblical Interpretation by Any
Other Name (A Dialogue with
Craig Keener)” at the Society for
Pentecostal Studies, in Cleveland,
Tenn., in March. The piece has
been accepted for publication in the
Journal for Pentecostal Theology.
25 DR. JOHN WINELAND, associate professor of history, had a
paper accepted for presentation at
the American Schools of Oriental
Research conference in Atlanta in
March. The presentation is titled
“Nabateans on the Karak Plateau:
Evidence from the Karak Resources
Project.”

DR. COTTON NAMED PROFESSOR EMERITUS
Dr. Rickey Cotton, professor of literature
and composition in the College of Arts &
Media’s Department of Humanities, has
been teaching and mentoring students
at Southeastern for the past 31 years. He
retired from the faculty this past May
and has been given the honor Professor
Emeritus. From roughly 1,000 students
enrolled in the 1980s to more than 7,100
students enrolled as of spring 2018. Cotton
has seen dramatic changes take place at
Southeastern. A lover of creative writing

and religion, he always strove to integrate
faith into every aspect of his courses. He
inspired students to seek intimacy with
God and to incarnate their Christianity in
practical ways. Over the years, his favorite
course to teach was Integrating Faith in
the Language and Communication Arts
as it allowed him to partner his two great
passions. In his retirement he plans to offer
spiritual direction, give workshops on
Christian spirituality, and spend time with
his grandchildren.

CRISS FAMILY ESTABLISHES SOCIAL WORK SCHOLARSHIP
could have only dreamed about having
an MSW program at SEU.”

With plans for her retirement on the
horizon, Dr. Pam Criss, professor of
social work, has set up a scholarship fund
to benefit talented social work students
who have a financial need.

Over the years, Criss has enjoyed
developing relationships with her
students. “I love to see them go out all
over the world and make a difference …
touching lives all over the place,” she said.
“It is a rich privilege to have a tiny part
in their journey.”

The scholarship was established by
Criss and her husband, Steve, in August
of 2017 to honor the memory of
their daughter, Jennifer Marie Criss,
who passed away in 2000 at the age of
25 due to complications from an autoimmune disease.
Criss said, “We would like to have
the scholarship fund fully endowed at
$10,000 so that we can perpetually award
at least two scholarships a year.”
The scholarship has been funded through
gifts given to honor Jennifer’s memory.
This past year, faculty in the College of
Behavioral and Social Sciences pledged
an additional $2,700 to bring the fund
close to $8,000.
Criss has worked at Southeastern since
2001 and was instrumental, along with

Dr. Marleen Milner, professor of social
work, in creating the social work degree
program. The two professors worked
together to obtain accreditation for the
BSW program from the Council of
Social Work Education. In fall of 2017,
the Master of Social Work program
began, after a year of development by
all of the social work faculty. The new
program saw its first graduating class of
18 students in May.
“I am just amazed as to where the
program is now,” said Criss. “At the time
we began the social work program, we

One thing is for sure. Criss plans to
continue to make a difference herself
when she steps out of the classroom next
May. She has dreams of creating a literacy
program to help get books into the hands
of young children, and she also hopes
to stay involved with the social work
program at SEU in some capacity.
If you would like to join Criss in making
a donation to support a student studying
social work, please visit SEU.edu/giving.
Select “College of Behavioral and Social
Sciences” from the dropdown menu and
then “Criss Family Scholarship.”
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ASHLEA (FRIX) VEAL

❘ ’16

MARK AND ALEXIS (CENTER) ROMANO

❘ ’86/’18

IN THE LIVES OF SEU ALUMNI
BRIANNA KUCK

❘ ’14

JAMIE STEWART
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NATHANIEL JORDAN

❘ ’13 MAML

KEVIN BOYD

❘ ’01

❘ ’18

W. GARY CHAPIN

❘ ’59

JOHN and VIVIAN (HUBBARD)
WESTERMAN ’68/’69

1959

________________________
W.

GARY CHAPIN served as a
credentialed minister with the Assemblies
of God (AG) for 59 years. He pastored
for many years in the Alabama, Peninsular
Florida, Minnesota and South Texas
districts. For the last 16 years of his fulltime ministry, he served as the district
executive secretary-treasurer of the AG
South Texas district in Houston.
Now retired, Gary still preaches every
Wednesday at Christian Temple AG in
Houston, as well as filling in for other
pastors as needed. Gary and his wife,
Annese, celebrated 58 years of marriage
this year.

1965

________________________
JIMMIE POLK served for 52 years

in full-time ministry after graduating.
He continues to minister when given
the opportunity.

1968
________________________
JOHN and VIVIAN (HUBBARD) ’69
WESTERMAN were married in June

of 1965. Upon graduation, John began
teaching math at Bartow Junior High
School. After teaching for three years,
he decided to pursue a doctoral degree
at Northern Illinois University. In the
spring of 1974, he completed a Doctor

❘

RAFFIA (BAZ) SMITH

❘ ’70

of Education degree in secondary
English with an emphasis in educational
psychology. For the next 31 years,
he taught at the University of Central
Oklahoma, serving as department
chair for the last six years. He retired
12 years ago.

1969

________________________
JANET (COOK) KEITH was a teacher

in Polk County, Fla., for 41 years until
she retired in 2012. She recently moved
from Lakeland, Fla., back to Mentor,
Ohio, to be near family and serves at a
local church.

1970
________________________
RAFFIA (BAZ) SMITH is now retired,

but served as a teacher, principal, assistant
superintendent and superintendent in
South Carolina schools. She also was a
professor at Winthrop University and
the director of the Catawba Technical
Preparation Consortium in S.C. She
has received many awards including
the National Tech Prep Award. Raffia’s
husband, Dr. Ellison Smith, is also
an educator. Together, they have five
children, nine grandchildren and one
great-grandchild. In retirement, Raffia
and Ellison have started Christian
kindergartens in Romania and Bulgaria.
They also have served in missions with
Mission to the World for several years.

TERRY and JOYCE (HODGES) POOL

❘ ’77/’76

1973

________________________
MARK and GLENDA (STRICKLAND)
’74 WHITE have been married for more

than 45 years. After college they traveled
as evangelists for six years. They then
worked as associate pastors and in youth
music for two years in Macon, Ga. They
currently pastor in Greenville, S.C., where
they have been for 39 years. They have
six children and seven grandchildren. All
of their children are involved in ministry.

1975

________________________
NORMAN EARLS pastored from 1976
to 2003. For nine years, Norman has
owned and operated trucking with
FEDEX. He currently drives a public
transportation bus. He also attends
Bethel Baptist Church in Robertsdale,
Ala., where his son, Charvey, is
the pastor.

1977

________________________
DR. DAVID and MARIA (REED)
BUNDRICK relocated to the St. Louis,

Mo., area in 2016, where Maria serves
as the Missouri executive director of
Nightlight Christian Adoptions. David
retired after serving for 31 years in
Assemblies of God higher education,
including five years on the Southeastern
faculty and 17 years at Evangel University
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DR. DAVID and MARIA (REED) BUNDRICK

as vice president for student development
and seminary academic dean. They have
three grandchildren.
TERRY and JOYCE (HODGES) ’76
POOL live in Niceville, Fla. Terry retired

after 21 years as the associate pastor of
Generations United Church in Niceville.
Joyce serves as a sixth grade math teacher
at Destin Middle School in Destin, Fla.

1979

________________________
RONNIE HARTLEY

has pastored a
church for the past 17 years in Lady Lake,
Fla. His wife, Kathy, obtained her license
to preach and was ordained with the
Assemblies of God. His daughter has also
been ordained by the AG.

1982

________________________
MIKE FISHER, following graduation,

played keyboards for several contemporary
Christian artists, local bands and worked
in recording studios. For the last 27 years,
Mike has been on staff in the music and
tech departments of The Caring Place
(formerly Calvary Temple) in Indianapolis,
Ind. Mike and his family recently sold
their home in Indianapolis and moved to
a house in the rural area of Pendleton, Ind.
He has four children, two boys and two
girls, ranging in age from 13 to 23.
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❘ ’77

MIKE FISHER

1984

________________________
DONNA (HOWSE) POWELL served

as a director of children’s ministries and
youth pastor in Port Orange, Fla., and in
Raleigh, N.C., following graduation. She
is married with three children, two sons
and a daughter. Donna and her family
lived in England for three years while her
husband worked for Glaxo-Smith-Kline.
Upon returning to the States, she was a
secondary education teacher in Cape
Girardeau, Mo., for 17 years. She coached
girls’ basketball and her team won the
Missouri state title in 2003. Donna also
served as a teacher and coach in Mississippi
for three years. She currently lives in Cape
Girardeau, Mo., with her family, where she
is semi-retired. She received her master’s
degree in Human Services Counseling
from Liberty University in 2017, with
the hope of becoming an online college/
university professor.

1986

________________________
MARK ROMANO served in youth
ministry positions for 11 years and then
became an executive director with Teen
Challenge Florida serving in that role
for 13 years. He currently serves as an
associate planned giving director with
The Salvation Army. Mark and his wife,
Stacy, just celebrated 32 years of marriage.
They have three children, two sons and
a daughter. Their daughter, ALEXIS ’18,

❘ ’82

DONNA (HOWSE) POWELL

graduated in the spring and plans to begin
her nursing career working in a pediatric
hospital close to home.

1995

________________________
CATHERINE (TYRE) STIKA has been

serving in Christian education as a
fourth, fifth and sixth grade teacher. She
taught in Lakeland for about seven years
before returning to her hometown of
Jacksonville, Fla. Catherine has been the
English teacher of fifth and sixth grade at
First Coast Christian School for the last
11 years.

2001

________________________
KEVIN BOYD is the strategic commu-

nications chief for Special Operations
Command Pacific. He works to ensure
that sensitive special operations missions
can be conducted in a politically sensitive
environment in Indo-Asia-Pacific. He
resides in Hawaii with his wife, Irma, and
their 10-year-old daughter, Siiri.

2002

________________________
AMY KERN was nominated for CFO of
the Year for the government/non-profit
sector through an event hosted by the
Tampa Bay Business Journal. Amy is the
chief financial officer for Metropolitan
Ministries, Inc., in Tampa, Fla.

❘ ’84

CATHERINE (TYRE) STIKA

❘ ’95

2007

________________________
OLIVIA STEWART LESTER is a John

Fell Postdoctoral Fellow in the Bible and
the Humanities Project at the University
of Oxford. She received an M.Div.,
S.T.M. (Master of Sacred Theology) and
Ph.D. from Yale University.

2008

________________________
AUSTIN
and
EVIE
“RENÉ”
(KENDALL) ’10 BAILEY live in North

Carolina. Austin finished an M.Div. at
Regent School of Divinity in 2013 and
is currently a biblical studies teacher at
Winston Salem Christian School and
an online instructor with Independent
Learning Academy. René is currently
employed at Wake Forest University in
the alumni engagement department. She
also leads worship at their church.
SETH PENDERGAST is working as

the choral music education specialist at
Colorado State University.

2009

________________________
DAVID BONILLA worked for Mabe

Production and Installation in Lakeland,
where he was the production supervisor
and toured all over the United States. In
2010, he moved to San Antonio,Texas, to

AMANDA (GOODSON) HAHN

become the audio director of Westover
Hills Assembly of God. From there,
he worked and lived in St. Louis, Mo.,
for three years, serving as the technical
director for Church on the Rock.
Recently, he returned to Lakeland, Fla.,
to once again work at Mabe Production,
this time as the production manager.
He lives in Orlando, Fla., with his wife,
Melissa, of nine years and two daughters,
Zariah and Alizah.
AMANDA

(GOODSON)

AUSTIN and EVIE “RENÉ”
(KENDALL) BAILEY ’08/’10

❘ ’09

HAHN

become a licensed minister with the
Assemblies of God and was hired
alongside her husband at their church
Oxford AG in Oxford, Fla., where
they have been ministering for the past
seven years.
JENNIFER PAQUET is serving as a

speech-language pathologist in Orange
County Public Schools in Florida. She
currently leads worship for Calvary
Orlando’s adult ministries program.
She received her board certification
as a speech-language pathologist and
received her certificate of clinical
competence in 2015. In her spare time,
she studies piano and enjoys singing in
various venues.
PAMELA PARRY lived in South Korea

for three years after graduation, teaching
English, before returning to the U.S. and
moving to Atlanta, Ga. Currently, she is

❘

teaching Spanish at a private elementary
school. Pamela also serves as a worship
leader at Atlanta Vineyard Church. She
is very involved in community theatre,
whether she is performing on stage,
directing shows or assisting backstage.

2010

________________________
KARISSA HAGEMEISTER ’17 (MBA)

moved to NewYork City at the beginning
of 2018 to attend New York University.
She started her second master’s degree
at NYU in social and consumer
psychology. After finishing her degree,
she plans to get a doctorate combining
business and psychology. Karissa is the
CEO and founder of Kingdom Dezigns,
Inc., and editor-in-chief of Beautiful and
Dauntless magazine.

2013

_________________________
RICHARD CALLAHAN ’14 (MAML)

is the senior pastor of Ignite Church in
Williston,Vt.
BETHANY

HARDY

’15

(MSPC)

was recently granted her license as a
Licensed Professional Counselor in
the state of Virginia. She is currently
teaching online psychology classes
for SEU and has established a private
practice in Northern Virginia, while
also working as a therapist at a K-12
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JENNIFER PAQUET

❘ ’09

PAMELA PARRY

private school. Bethany spent the two
years after graduating as the supervisor
of Psychiatric Rehabilitation Services’
Recovery Academy working with adults
with severe mental illness.
DANIEL SMITH completed a Master

of Arts in Religion at Yale Divinity
School and has received a fellowship for
a Ph.D. program in New Testament at the
University of Texas.
JAMIE STEWART (MAML) recently

moved to Kissimmee, Fla., where he
is the pastor of Life Church (AG).
Jamie graduated in 2017 from Fuller
Theological Seminary with a Doctor of
Intercultural Studies degree.

2014

_________________________
ALICIA GLASSER works as an academic
advisor at Ultimate Medical Academy
in Tampa, Fla. In March of 2017, she
graduated from Liberty University
with a master’s in crisis and trauma
and is currently pursuing a master’s in
professional counseling. She previously
worked with at-risk children and
child welfare.
ELIZABETH “BETH” (MUSICK) HESS

passed the CPA exam. She is employed
with PwC, PricewaterhouseCoopers,
in Virginia.
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❘ ’09

KARISSA HAGEMEISTER

BRIANNA KUCK started a new position

as a practicing registered mental health
counselor intern at Kimball Counseling
Associates in Winter Park, Fla.
HAROLD PAGE is a marketing analyst
for Southwest Airlines headquarters in
Dallas,Texas. He interned with Southwest
for two summers and has been with the
company since 2015. He met his wife,
Sofia, in her hometown of San Nicolas,
Argentina, after taking a missions trip to
a Christian orphanage in January of 2015.
They were married in October of 2017.

2016
_________________________
BLAKE CASON ’17 (MBA) is working

with the United States Secret Service.
Blake is going through training as a
Uniformed Division Officer. He will later
be stationed in the Washington, D.C., area
upon the completion of his training.
ELIZABETH

(EARLEY)

❘ ’10/’17 MBA

BETHANY HARDY

❘ ’13/’15 MSPC

member of the Tampa Oratorio Singers
and currently working on her first CD.
ASHLEA (FRIX) VEAL is in her first

year of teaching in Alabama. She was
voted Teacher of the Week for Alabama.
JOSHUA WADDY currently performs
as the role of Crush in “Finding Nemo
— The Musical” at Disney’s Animal
Kingdom Theme Park in Florida.

2017

_________________________
PHILIP

ALIA (MBA) started his
MBA in 1999 at Stevens Institute of
Technology in Hoboken, N.J., while
working in Manhattan. Philip and his
family relocated to Jacksonville in 2002.
With the busyness of work and having a
family, Philip didn’t complete his MBA.
However, in late 2014, he applied and
was accepted to the graduate program at
SEU and completed his master’s in 2017.

FROST

teaches second to fifth grade elementary
choir, high school speech and theater at
Gateway Christian Academy in Tampa,
Fla. She became a member of the Master
Chorale of Tampa Bay and their ensemble
singers in the fall of 2017. In February, she
performed in a choir for Andrea Bocelli’s
concert. She was able to meet performers
including Kristin Chenoweth and opera
singer Nadine Sierra. She is also an active

CHRISTOPHER HAYES is working on
his master’s degree in intercultural studies
at Fuller Theological Seminary. From
there, he hopes to start planting churches
that focus on youth and young adults
in England.

ALICIA GLASSER

❘ ’14

HAROLD PAGE

IAN JONES has been accepted into

a Ph.D. program in experimental
psychology at Oklahoma State University.
CIARRA MOODY

is working as a
research trainee at Mayo Clinic. She is
working in the Gastroenterology and
Hepatology Department.

DOUGLAS PACE was accepted to Duke
University Divinity School as a Master of
Divinity student for the fall of 2018.
JEDIDIAH WILSON is the youth pastor
at Jupiter First Church in Jupiter, Fla.

PHILIP ALIA

❘ ’17 MBA

ELIZABETH (EARLEY)
FROST ’16

❘ ’14

❘

2018

_________________________
DESIREE

AUSTIN

was accepted
into Saba University School of
Medicine. Her goal is to work in
a hospital with pediatric patients.
ZACHARY HORNSBY is a youth pastor
at Stone Edge Church in Macon, Ga.

JOSHUA WADDY

❘ ’16

ARIS KNIGHT became a second lieu-

tenant in the Army National Guard the
day before his undergraduate graduation.
He will continue his studies at SEU to
receive his MBA.
JOHN “JOHNNY” WHITE was accepted
into a Ph.D. program in mathematics at
Florida Atlantic University.

NATHANIEL JORDAN was accepted

into medical school at West Virginia
School of Osteopathic Medicine, which
is known nationwide for its efforts in
rural, family and primary care medicine.

IAN JONES

❘ ’17

CIARRA MOODY

❘ ’17

DESIREE AUSTIN

❘ ’18
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IN MEMORIAM

1967

1972

_________________________

_________________________

MARY RUTH (JACKSON) SCHUH

SANDRA (HUTTO) EARLS passed
away on June 2, 2017. She is survived by
her husband of 52 years, NORMAN ’75.

passed
away
on
March 26, 2018.
She spent many
of her years after
graduation working
in Lakeland, Fla., with
the Social Security
Administration while
her husband, AUGUST ’65, worked as
a teacher with the Polk County public
school system. Upon their retirement in
2000, Mary and August traveled across
the country with RV MAPS, a volunteer
organization that serves Assemblies of
God churches with construction needs.
Mary was able to continue serving God’s
churches until shortly before her passing.
She is survived by her husband, August;
son, Army Lt. Col. CRAIG SCHUH ’92;
sisters Joyce (Jackson) Lingo and Gloria
Faye (Jackson) Williams; brother Rev.
GERALD JACKSON ’65; five nieces
and nephews, as well as several greatnieces and nephews.

2017

_________________________
GIRLEY GUTIERREZ passed away on

February 13, 2018. Girley had a passion
for working with orphans and the
forgotten.

_________________________

SEND US YOUR CLASS NOTES
All submissions due by November 5
for the next issue.
• Email: alumni@seu.edu
• Submit online at SEU.edu/alumni
• Mail to:
Alumni Relations
Southeastern University
1000 Longfellow Blvd.
Lakeland, FL 33801
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BETTY (HAWKINS) POLK passed
away in July of 2017. She is survived by
her husband of 52 years, JIMMIE ’65.
REV. CECIL WIGGINS passed away on

March 24, 2018, at
the age of 87. Cecil
served in full-time
ministry for 65 years,
including 53 years
at Evangel Temple
in Jacksonville, Fla.
During his time
at Evangel Temple,
Cecil grew the church from 80 members
in 1964 to over 1,700 when he retired
and turned over the reins of senior
pastor to his son, Rev. Gary Wiggins.
Cecil was known for his “extremely
creative outreach efforts,” according to
the Florida Times-Union, including
cutting-edge radio and TV programs, a
focus on ministry to business leaders and
a heavy emphasis on missions. Although
Cecil did not attend Southeastern as a
full-time student, he enrolled in ministry
correspondence courses through the
school and was a strong supporter
of student scholarships, including an
endowed scholarship named in his honor.

O2 PROGRAM
HELP FUEL THE FIRE
Use this card to take advantage of numerous benefits, including an online
discount program, discounts at Portico Coffeehouse, the bookstore and
Fire Football games, including use of the library, weight room and pool.
Your annual gift of $25 will help provide scholarship dollars for our students.
For more information, visit: alumni.seu.edu/O2benefits
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COMMENCEMENT
Congratulations to the graduating Class of 2018!

SEU chancellor Tommy Barnett with Dr. Kent Ingle

Congratulations to the spring graduating
class of 2018! A total of 658 students
graduated, including seven doctoral
candidates, 116 master’s candidates, 449
bachelor’s candidates and 86 associate
degree candidates. Due to the recordbreaking number of graduates, two
ceremonies were held — one for graduate
and doctoral students on May 3rd, and the
other for undergraduate students on May
4th. The graduates were from Florida
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Nathaniel Jordan

Congressman Dennis Ross with Dr. Kent Ingle

and 32 other states, as well as from ten
countries, including Brazil, Serbia, the
United Kingdom and Paraguay.
SEU chancellor Tommy Barnett was
the commencement speaker for the
graduate ceremony. SAYRA GARCIA
LOZANO ’17, a December MBA
graduate, provided the graduate student
address. Congressman Dennis Ross
provided the commencement address

for the undergraduate students. He
was also presented with the President’s
Award in recognition of his lifetime of
public service.
NATHANIEL JORDAN ’18, a premed/biology degree major with a minor
in both chemistry and theology, provided
the undergraduate student address.
Nathaniel will continue his studies at West
Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine.

Sayra Garcia Lozano

Dr. Rickey Cotton presents the mace.

Dr. Rosalind Goodrich receives Outstanding Faculty Award.
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THE SHARPE FAMILY LEGACY
Back row, left to right: Sarah (Sharpe) Lazanowski, Jeremy Lazanowski, Meredith Sharpe, David Goodrich, Rosalind (Sharpe) Goodrich, Meredith Goodrich.
Front row, left to right: Jack Sharpe, Jack Goodrich, Luke Lazanowski, David Goodrich, Hannah Goodrich

S

ome of DR. ROSALIND
(SHARPE) GOODRICH’s
’91 earliest memories at
Southeastern include her
running
around
the
university’s campus as a
young child, back when the library
and cafeteria were located in the same
building, in what is now the Education
building. Rosalind and her family have a
rich heritage at Southeastern. She grew
up around the university and eventually
became one of the youngest students to
graduate with a bachelor’s degree at the
age of only 19. Years down the road, she
would return to Southeastern to follow in
her father’s footsteps.
This past academic year, Rosalind was
recognized as the faculty member of the
year, the same award her father, Dr. Jack
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Sharpe, received years ago. Dr. Sharpe
served as a faculty member at Southeastern
teaching psychology for almost 35 years
and now Rosalind is in her eighth year of
teaching at Southeastern.

in Columbia, S.C., he soon visited the
campus and promised to return as a faculty
member. In 1964, Dr. Sharpe moved to
Florida and spent 35 years teaching at
Southeastern until he retired at the age
of 70.

At a young age, Rosalind was surrounded
by people in the field of psychology and
education. Her father not only taught
psychology, but also worked in the field
of counseling. Rosalind’s uncle, JOEL
NELSON ’87, is a licensed professional
counselor in a private practice in Oregon.
Prior to Southeastern, Dr. Sharpe served
as a supervisor of counseling at the student
affairs division of the University of South
Carolina. In his role, he also supervised the
counseling of veterans. After Dr. Sharpe
learned of Southeastern from a pastor he
worked with at First Assembly of God

Dr. Jack Sharpe

teachers, including
and grandmother.

Margaret Finch

“I was thankful to God that I had the
privilege of teaching at Southeastern. It
was a wonderful environment and my
fellow faculty members were excellent
people and good friends. I enjoyed
teaching the subjects, especially in a
Christian environment,” said Dr. Sharpe.
In addition to teaching, Dr. Sharpe was an
ordained minister with the Assemblies of
God. “Counseling is such an important
part of pastoral ministry and I wanted to
become the best counselor I could, so I
studied psychology and counseling to
mainly help me in my pastoral work. All
of the counseling I did, or most of it, I
did as a pastor of a church. I found it to
be very useful in helping the members of
my congregation deal with the issues they
faced,” said Dr. Sharpe.
Rosalind’s family has a rich history in
ministry within the Assemblies of God
as well. Her great-grandmother on her
mother’s side, Margaret Finch, was
ordained by the Assemblies of God and
was an evangelist. Finch’s granddaughter,
Marjorie Finch Nelson, worked as an
editor at Gospel Publishing in Springfield,
Mo. The family also had a number
of family members who served as

her

grandfather

Rosalind soon followed in their path, as
she went on for further schooling after
earning her bachelor’s degree. As a student
at Southeastern, she took classes with
DR. LARRY HAZELBAKER ’76,
DR. MICHAEL “MIKE” DUSING
’76, Dr. James West and DR. TERRIS
NEUMAN ’77. “I loved my classes at
Southeastern. I am an academic at heart,”
she said.
After graduating from Southeastern,
Rosalind went on to work at a community
agency, where she helped with mental
health and substance abuse screenings
within the county jail and juvenile system.
In 1993, she decided to go back to school
to earn her master’s degree and later
her Ph.D. in school psychology at the
University of South Florida (USF).
While a student at USF, she started
teaching undergraduate classes as an
adjunct professor. In 2003, she got a call
from her previous teacher, Dr. Hazelbaker,
asking if she would consider teaching
at Southeastern. Rosalind started as
an adjunct and then transitioned into
teaching full time at Southeastern in
2010. Since then, she has taught most

Marjorie Finch Nelson

Dr. Jack and Meredith Sharpe

courses offered at both the undergraduate
and graduate level in the department of
psychology and counseling, where she
currently serves as the coordinator of the
counselor education program.
Although they are both Southeastern
alumni, Rosalind didn’t meet her
husband, DAVID ’94, until after they had
graduated. The pair met at a Christmas
party through a mutual friend, TITUS
WEFLEN ’94. This year, Rosalind and
David celebrated 20 years of marriage.
David works as a software developer. They
have four children Meredith “Maggie”
(17), Hannah (14), David (11) and Jack (8).
Rosalind had two other family members
who
attended
Southeastern. Her
mom, MEREDITH ’76, worked at
Southeastern as an adjunct from 1981
to 1989 in the music department, where
she directed the choir and toured with
nearly 100 students. She currently has
her own private music studio. SARAH
(SHARPE) LAZANOWSKI ’97, her
sister, went on to earn her master’s in
journalism at Regent University. She
married her husband, Jeremy, in 2002 and
is currently a stay-at-home mom with
three children.
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S

ETH ’04 and Nirva
READY’s
home
in
Lakeland might be hard
to miss. Parked in their
driveway is a tour bus
— something familiar
to musicians. The Readys are a vocal
duo whose music is a blend of pop,
gospel and R&B influences. The couple
spends a majority of their time traveling
across the nation or flying overseas to
perform concerts.
Born and raised in Polk County, Seth
decided to attend Southeastern after
hearing about it from one of his youth
pastors.“Southeastern was a fun and lively
campus with a spiritual focus,” he said.
While earning his degree in math, Seth
started to pursue a career in the music
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industry. In his junior year, he was hired
as a backup vocalist for Grammy awardwinning artist Kirk Franklin. He took
a year-long break from school to travel
with Franklin and then returned to finish
his degree. Following graduation, he
continued to flourish as a background
vocalist singing for a variety of Christian
artists, including Chris Tomlin, Donnie
McClurkin and Cece Winans.
Nirva followed a similar career path.
Raised in Chicago, she joined Grammy
award-winning TobyMac’s DiverseCity
band after graduating from Fisk
University. While singing with Toby
at a Billy Graham Crusade, she and
Seth met backstage for the first time.
Soon afterward, a friendship developed,
eventually leading to marriage three
years later.

In 2012, they transitioned to serving as
young adult pastors at The Crossing
Church in Tampa. At that time, Seth and
Nirva also started to record songs on the
side and released an EP, “I Need You.”
They were soon contacted by Integrity
Music, who offered them a recording
contract.Their first album,“Never Alone,”
with Integrity was released in 2016.
One of their songs, “Brother,” — a song
they almost didn’t record — quickly made
it to the radio.“When we first heard it, we
were hesitant to record it.We wondered if
we could sing these lyrics with a hundred
percent honesty,” said Nirva. “Could we
really say that we see a brother when
we look in the face of our enemy? This
question was haunting and convicting.

“With all that was going on in our nation
though, we felt that this message was
needed. And, even if we might not be
there quite yet, it could serve as a visioncaster for the kind of people we wanted
to become,” said Nirva. “‘Brother’ is a
reminder that everyone is created in the
image of God. It’s good to forgive and not
to harbor bitterness.We have to choose to
love even when it is difficult,” said Nirva.
In July of 2017, Nirva stepped down
from the TobyMac DiverseCity band to
pursue music full time with Seth. “It is
fulfilling to do ministry as a couple,” said
Seth. Since then, the two released a new
song at the beginning of 2018 called “We
Won’t Back Down.”
When asked about a memorable moment
that sticks out over the past year, they
recall attending a service at the historic

St. Paul’s Cathedral in the UK. It was an
international prayer service with people
gathered from all over the world. During
the event, about half a mile away, there
was a terrorist attack on the London
Bridge. “Thankfully we made it safely
back to our hotel,” said Nirva. “The
following day we visited the memorial
site and were comforted by the strength
of all the people praying and bringing
flowers. Shortly after this we saw a
perfect double rainbow over the city,
which reminded us of God’s redeeming
promises to His children even in the
midst of overwhelming tragedy.”
Another memorable moment for Seth
and Nirva was their trip to Cape Town,
South Africa. “We could still feel the
effects of apartheid,” said Seth. “There is
still much work to be done in the area
of reconciliation. And we were honored

to be a part of a festival focused on
gathering people together in unity.” Seth
shared how people came up to them after
their concert to share the meaning that
“Brother” had in their lives.
As the Readys look forward to the future,
they share advice for those wanting to
pursue a similar career.
“Study the scriptures in depth. Continue
to be faithful where you are while
preparing for your future. You can trust
the Lord with all your dreams. God gives
us the desires of our heart; He’s just not in
a hurry sometimes,” said Nirva.
“Find good mentors that are in your field,
and glean as much as possible from them.
It is often true that more is caught than
taught,” said Seth.
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PERSPECTIVE

TITLE

I

By Dr. Larry Hazelbaker
came to Southeastern Bible
College as a student in the fall
of 1968 not knowing why or
where my education would
take me. I spent the first
three semesters walking onto
a campus that looked more like a youth
camp than a college campus. We had a
few air-conditioned classes but most had
large fans that would blow hot air across
the classrooms when it was sweltering
hot outside and huge electric heaters that
hung from the ceilings and would blow
hot dry air. The floors were mostly vinyl
and because of the sand and grass (sort
of a cow pasture), we would track sand
into the classrooms. Within a few hours,
the sand would dry and if one was not
careful, would slip on the sand and fall.
The desks were mostly old, used desks
and the blackboards were, well, black and
chalky. The chapel, or the Tabernacle as
it was called then, had wooden slatted
pews (again, no A/C) and if one was not
careful, sliding across the pews would
result in getting a splinter or, at the very
least, a tear in one’s clothes. The student
population was around 600 students
in 1968.
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The cafeteria (the bottom floor of
Pansler) was old and crowded and the
food, well, the food was something that
“could be eaten” (chuckle). The parking
was concentrated on the west end of the
campus, on the edge of the orange groves
that surrounded the college. Raccoons,
possums, and other critters were a
common sight.
On the north end of the campus was the
old Bethany Retirement Home (what
became known as Spence Hall). It was a
home for retired ministers/missionaries.
The rooms had sinks but no restrooms and
several of the rooms were used as nursing
rooms with wide large doors so gurneys
could get through. Some 40 years later,
when I became the dean of the College
of Behavioral and Social Sciences, one of
those rooms would become my office.
There were basically two educational
tracks at that time — ministry and
education. The joke was that men would
come to Southeastern to get a degree in
ministry and become pastors, and women
would come to get an education degree
so they could teach school. And, if they
were blessed, the ladies would also receive
an “MRS.,” meaning they would find a
husband here and together they would
go into ministry. He would preach and
tend to pastoral duties and she would
teach school to support them … again,
(chuckle). And that was essentially the
way it was.
During those decades, the college was
accredited by the AABC (American
Association of Bible Colleges) but
NOT “regionally-accredited.” This
meant that those attending SEBC, as it
was called then, could not transfer their
credits to other regionally-accredited

schools. However, there was a reciprocal
agreement between colleges that were
accredited by some other agency and the
state of Florida that stated a graduating
education major (which I was) could
go to an accredited college (if he or she
could get in) and if they could successfully
complete 12 hours of graduate credit, the
state of Florida would “validate” their
degree and award the SEBC graduate
a valid certified teaching certificate.
Anyone who graduated from SEBC
during these years who wanted to teach
in a public school had to go through
this process.
Chapel, which was held in the old
Tabernacle, was a daily event and students
were required to attend every day and
on Friday night. There were times that
the Holy Spirit would move and classes
would be cancelled. The Pentecostal
experience was alive and well … and took
precedence over everything else. Students
were required to do Student Ministry for
four semesters and that meant, specifically,
working in churches. Administrators and
faculty were regular speakers, hymnbooks
were used and altar calls given. Many a
student came to SEBC not knowing why,
where, or what was going to happen to

Dr. Hazelbaker in The Torch
Yearbook as a student

Hazelbaker Family Music Band

them. Many of those who came in those
days went on to become successful pastors
and leaders in the Assemblies of God and
other denominations, too.
Fast forward 50 years.Today, Southeastern
University is a modern campus replete
with all the modern educational tools
needed to educate and propel graduates
into a plethora of fields from education
to pre-med. The university still has as its
mission to educate and graduate men
and women who will, with excellence,
go into all the world and preach and
teach the gospel in their various Godcalled disciplines. A degree in nursing was
launched a few years ago and it offers a
state-of-the-art nurse-training program
complete with life-like, fully-functioning
patient simulators on which the nursing
students practice. That program is fully
accredited by the Commission on
Collegiate Nursing Education.
The university is fully accredited by the
Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools Commission on Colleges and
over the past two decades has received
10-year “reaffirmation” accreditations.
This is a huge testimony to what God

has done here. Many of the university
programs attained “discipline-specific
accreditation” such as CSWE (Council
of Social Work Education).The discipline
accreditation allows a graduate from the
Social Work degree-completion program
to enter a CSW-accredited program with
what is referred to as advanced-standing.
This means a Southeastern University
social work undergraduate student can
go into the MSW program and complete
his/her master’s degree in one year. This
is a huge accomplishment. Many other
academic programs have also attained
these kinds of accreditations.
My college, the one I have served in for
32 years as a professor of psychology,
chair, and dean, began in 1984 with
Dr. L. Grant Daniel’s vision of creating
a psychology program where our
Christian faith could be integrated into
the curriculum. The college now has
three undergraduate degree-completion
programs and four graduate programs. As
stated above, the social work programs are
CSWE accredited and the professional
counseling programs in mental health
counseling and marriage and family
counseling both lead to state licensures.
The College of Behavioral and Social
Sciences now has around 600 students
in its majors alone. The university itself
now has a student population of more
than 7,100 students.
Our students still are required to
attend chapel. However, because the
student population has grown so much,
Bush Chapel, which only holds about
700 persons, is not big enough to
accommodate the population. So,
the university has become innovative
in its chapel offerings with students
getting credit for attending all kinds of

Christ-centered assemblies where the
Pentecostal experience is still “alive
and well.” Additionally, students are still
required to do student ministry except it
is now called community service, because
we feel it is important to “Go into all the
world and preach the gospel.” So, students
are bringing their faith into mental health
clinics, businesses, classrooms, and, of
course, churches.
I have been blessed to be able to be
here as long as I have and seen how a
focus on the ministry can open up
new opportunities for us to become
missionaries in our respective fields.
Nothing has been compromised over the
past 50 years since I have been a part of
this academic community. Jesus is still the
focus, the Word of God is still the only
“divinely-written” book we recognize
and endorse, and the passion to win the
world for God is still the prize.
I love this place, the students, my
colleagues. God has blessed me beyond
all that I could have ever hoped for in
bringing me to this place. Yes, looking
back, I know the what, where, and the
why I came to Southeastern Bible
College in 1968.

Drs. Debbie and Larry Hazelbaker
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